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The hues of bliſs more brightly glow | 
Chaſten'd by ſabler tints of woe, 
And blended form with artful ſtriſe 
The ſtrength and harmony uf life. 
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TR E firſt viſit our heroine paid after 
her return, was to Mrs. Markham, 
who as well as Miſs Onſlow, gently 
chid her for her long abſence. In 
excuſe ſhe told them how much ſhe 
had been engaged with Mrs. Camp- 
bell's friends, and gave them a ſhort 
account of their late expedition, though 
without mentioning thoſe particulars, 
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2 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


that would have rendered her narra- 
tive more amuſing, and have been 
ſtrictly conſiſtent with truth, though 
not with friendſhip. She heard with 
great regret ſhe ſhould ſoon loſe this 
amiable family. Mrs. Markham told 
her, her ſon Aſhbourn's health being 
perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, he propoſed paſ- 
ſing ſome time in Paris with his family, 
and had written to Miſs Onſlow's guar- 
dian to beg ſhe might meet them 
there: though ſo long inexorable, he 
thought proper to grant this requeſt, 
and Harry Aſhbourn was come to 
fetch her; but as Mr. Bridges choſe 
to ſee her before ſhe went, Mrs. 
Markham was the following week to ac- 
company her to London. They both 
requeſted our heroine to call on them 
as often as poſſible during their ſtay, 
which ſhe readily promiſed. Before 
ſhe left them, a card arrived from 
Mrs. Campbell, . to invite them to a 

l 3 conder- 


aa - ˙¹N BY 
condverzutione; this Mrs. Markham de- 
clined, but Miſs Onſlow accepted it. 


Immediately on her return, Honoria 
was informed - this party was made at 
Mr. Hunter's defire, who wiſhed for 


ſome part of Mrs. Campbell's philoſo- 


phical treatiſe, to be read to two gen- 
tlemen of his acquaintance 3 and in 
compliment to them, ſhe had invited 
| ſeveral of her friends to meet them, 
and then was to have the book intro- 


duced as it were by chance, This 


ſcheme pleaſed her highly ; ſhe had 
no fears of its reception, for in an 
author, modeſty and vanity are in- 


compatible qualities, and ſhe had too 


much of the latter in her compoſition 
to admit one grain of the former. She 
entreated Honoria to attend for the next 


three days ſteadily to her pen; this ſhe 


complied with ſo ſtrictly, that Mrs. 
Campbell was greatly pleaſed, 
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4 HONORIA SOMMERVYVILLE: 


By ſeven on the appointed evening 
the company were all aſſembled in 


Mrs. Campbell's drawing-room, con- 


ſiſting of the Wintertons and their 


his two friends; 


Mr. 


gueſts; Emily Onſlow, Mr. Hunter, and 


Dixon, and 


Counſellor Milford ; two other gentle- 
If my readers 
expect in an account of this evening's 


men and four ladies: 


_ entertainment, anv thing ſimilar to the. 


converſations which may be heard be- 
tween the members of the Blue-ſtock- 
ing ſociety, they will be extremely dif- 


appointed. 


It has before been ob- 


ſerved, that Honoria had ſometimes 
here ſeen literary people, and thoſe of 


real learning, 


taſte and refinement ; 


but they were generally among the 
accidental viſitors of. the city, and not 
any of the inhabitants, who were of 
that common caſt of character uſually 


met with in places remote from the 
metropolis, At firſt the converſation 


turned 
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turned on the moſt trivial ſubjects; 
when an old gentleman in brown, who 
had hitherto obſerved a profound ſi- 
lence, thus addreſſed a young lady on 
the oppoſite ſide of the room. © Well, 
madam, I found you deep at your 
ſtudies this morning; pray how do 
you like the Eflay on old Maids? did 
it anſwer your expectations?” * Yes, 
fir, perfectly: (rephed the lady) I 
was extremely pleaſed with ſome part 
of it ; the characters are extremely 
well drawn, and many of them inte- 
_ reſting, and there is certainly a vaſt 
deal of wit in the performance, but 
ſo intermixed with ridicule, that I 
muſt ſay the author has done all in 
his power to - prevent our ſex from 
living in that ſolitary ſtate he fo ludi- 
crouſly deſcribes.” © I am quite of 
your opinion,” (ſaid the old gentleman). 
« 'There is vaſt learning in the work,” 
(oblerved Mrs. Campbell, either not 

. — Hy hearing 


6 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


hearing or not attending to this 


ſpeech). © Well, (cried Miſs Onſlow) 


that ridicule would never influence 
me. I will never alter my ſituation, 
but remain the blaſted tree on the 
wild common, if I cannot meet with a 
man from whoſe general character I 
may reaſonably expect not to be treat- 


ed with that indifference, and even 
contempt, I have ſo often obſerved 
among the huſbands of my acquain- 


tance.” © Miſs Onflow's perfections (ſaid 
Mr. Audley) muſt ever ſecure her 
from both.” „ Really, Mr. Audley 
(ſhe replied), I muſt be very vain 


indeed, if I could ſuppoſe the little 


merit I poſſeſs would exempt me from 
the fate of the reſt of my ſex, and 
alter the nature of yours.” © You are 
very ſevere on us, madam, (faid Mr. 
Milford), but this is the age for fe- 
male triumph: the literary attainments of 
the ladies have given them ſo much ad- 

i ES vantage 
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FCC 
vantage over us, that we ſcarcely dare 
make any defence, even when unjuſtly 
accuſed, which J hope is the caſe at pre- 
ſent.“ This was addreſſed to no one in 
particular, but Mrs. Campbell by a 
bow, ſhewed ſhe took it to herſelf. 


« Yes, (added Mr. Dixon, ) the authors 
of the Receſs and Cecilia, not to men- 
tion many others, are a proof of what 
you aſſert.” Mrs. Campbell, did not at 
all reliſh this ſpeech, and coldly replied, 
« I know lictle of either; I never look at 
a novel, and was only tempted to read 
the Receſs, from a hope that it would 
illuſtrate hiſtory, and was, you may be- 
q | heve, highly diſappointed when I found 
it fo ſtrangely deviate from truth, and 
that inſtead of adding to my knowledge, 
4 it only bewildered my ideas.” “ Well, 
1 (cried Miſs Mary Walton, who had 
4 not ſpoken before) I am ſurprized, Mrs. 
1 Campbell, you do not like it. I was 
3 35 #& a 
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8 HONORIA SOMMER VILLE: 


never ſo charmed in my life; tis all in 
ſuch high ſtyle, and about kings and 
queens, and lords and ladies; and then 
Leiceſter and Eſſex are ſuch ſweet fel- 
lows!” „ Could the author hear you, 


madam, (ſaid Mr. Milford) ſhe would 


not be highly pleaſed by your approba- 
tion.“ © Pooh, pooh, counſellor, (re- 


turned Mr. Hedges, half aſide) ſhe is 
a woman of too much ſenſe to regard 


the criticiſm of a filly girl, who can 
call Leiceſter and Eſſex pretty fellows.” 

« Really, (ſaid Mrs. Campbell) allow - 
the work what other merit you pleaſe, 
yet will you not conieſs that the charac- 
ter of Elizabeth is too glorious to be 


treated with ſuch diſreſpect?” © Her 


character, (rephed Mr. Dizon) how- 
ever glotious in other points, was ſo 
ſullied by cruelty and envy, that ſhe 
muſt become an object of diſguſt and 
averſion, / if we conſider the treatment 


the beautiful and unfortunate Mary re- 


_ 


ceived, 


JJ 

ceived, when ſhe claimed aſſiſtance and 
protection.“ «© You are a partial ad- 
vocate, (returned Mrs. Campbell, with 
a look of diſpleaſure) therefore, if you 
pleaſe, we will drop the ſubject.” * Cer- 


tainly, madam, (ſaid Mr. Dixon) I ſee 


it is a diſagreeable one to you; permit 


me however to obſerve, that my opi- 


nion is the general one, for all the world 
places the two ladies we have mentioned, 


among the firſt female writers of the | 


age. 


Mrs. Campbell aroſe haſtily, and ring- 


ing the bell, aſked why the tea was not 
brought in. The ſervant then placing 


the tea table, Honoria offered to make 


it, and was followed to the other end 
of the room by Mifs Onſlow, who de- 
fired to ſit by her. 


Miſs Mary Walton then again took 
the lead, „ always, when I read no- 


„ vels, 
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10 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


vels, (ſaid ſhe) love high life; Lady 


Frances's, and lady Caroline's, and 
Earls and Marquiſſes. Why the very 
found often enlivens a book that has no 
other merit in_ the world. « Then, 


1 ſuppoſe, (cried Mr. Hedges) you do 


not like Fielding, or Smollet, or Le 


Sage e?? ( Oh no, (exclaimed ſhe) * 


deteſt them. I once began Tom Jones, 


but could ſcarcely get through half a 
volume, it was ſo inſupportably vulgar.” 


« Why, indeed, (rejoined Mrs. Camp- 
bell) one cannot properly reliſh that 
book without underſtanding Latin; for 
my own part, the ſpeeches of Partridge 


afford me more entertainment than any 


thing elſe through the whole.” <« You 
read Latin then, madam,” (ſaid Mr. Mil- 
ford). Oh, yes a little, Sir.” (ſhe re- 
plied, in an affected manner). Why, 
Milford, (ſaid Mr. Hunter) did I not 
tell you?” © 1 beg your pardon, Hun- 


ter, (anſwered we) I th it, but now 


J re» 


more. Then going up to the tea table, 


A 7 3-6 11 


1 recolle& perfectly; (and then in A 


lower voice, ſaid) I flatter myſelf, ma- 


dam, after tea we ſhall be favoured with 


your tranſlation.” She bowed, and the 
reſt of the company joining in the re- 
queſt, the book was ſent for and laid on 


the table, Mr, Hunter took it up, and 
looking over a few pages, cloſed it with 


an expreſſion of admiration; and then 
thus addreſſed Mrs. Campbell What 


barbarians muſt that people be, who 


can believe women have no ſouls? you, 
madarn, muſt have two, I am ſure.” 
This ſpeech, abſurd as it was, ſbe re- 
ceived with a ſmile of approbation that 
aroſe from gratified vanity, but moſt of 


the company with a ſmile of contempt; 


and Mr, Hedges ſhaking his head ſaid, 


« Fie, Mr. Hunter, were I a young man 


like you, I could have made a more 
gallant ſpeech than that. I ſhould have 
told the lady ſhe had two hearts or 


he 
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12 MONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


he addreſſed. our heroine and her friend 
Emily. © What do you ſay, young la- 
dies, tell me, do you nut care more 
for your hearts than your ſouls?” They 


both ſmiled, and replied, « I hope not, 
indeed, Mr. Hedges.“ Well, (return- 


ed he) are your hearts in your own poſ- 
ſeſſions? if not, I hope you have at 
leaſt one or two more to ſupply the pla- 
ces of thoſe you have loſt.” © Mine, 
faid Miſs Onſlow, (colovring, but her 
eyes ſparkling with animation and plea- 


ſure, the conſequence of ſatisfied re- 


collection) is well pleaſed with its abode, 
and wiſhes for no change.” © Ah, that 


is right, (anſwered he) and your's, Miſs | 


Wentworth?“ © Is at reſt Sir, diſturbed 
with neither hopes nor fears;” while the 
tear that ſtood in her eyes, contradicted 


the aſſertion of her tongue. Mr. Hed- 


ges could not but obſerve her emotion, 
though he appeared not to ſee it; but 
turning to Emily, continued to chat 
| JE © 1b 


/ 


nr ON 


with her on indifferent ſubjects, till the 
tea table was removed. Mr. Audley 
then left Miſs Winterton, who had been 
teizing him all the afternoon; and ſeated 
himſelf by our heroine, to whom he 
paid the moſt viſible attention, to the 
no little mortification of the deſerted 
Helen. 


| 
1 
| 
| 
! 
bl 
/ 
} 
fl 
| 


The book was ſoon introduced. Mr. 
Hunter offered to be the reader, and 
for ſome time it completely engaged 
the attention of the company. Mr. 

Dixon and the Counſellor, who had 

formed no high idea of it from Mrs. 
Campbell's converſation and manner, 
and who were determined to ſpeak 
their ſentiments freely, if they were 
required ; were happy to find they 
could beſtow real praiſe on it, with- 
out deviating from the truth. T hey 
were in fact extremely ſtruck with the 
N of the language, though they 

's fill 


I4 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE:2' 


Rill thought it a ridiculous undertak- 


ing for a woman, and that it was con- 
fuſed and unſatisfactory. Mrs. Camp- 


bell was highly gratified by the com- 


pliments they paid her, and quite for- 
got their former rudeneſs, as ſhe termed 
it. Yet ſhe was a little hurt on re- 
flecting the praiſes were in reality due 
only to Honoria, and regretted that 
the was preſent to hear the encomi- 
ums beſtowed on another, which ſhe 
muſt be conſcious wholly belonged to 
herſelf: ſhe was however comforted by 
the ſtrict reliance ſhe had on her ho- 
nour, and ſoon loſt every other conſi- 
deration, in the pleafure ſhe felt at the 
applauſes of her friends, 


But though the language was ele- 


gant, the ſubject was not enough in- 
tereſting to keep the attention of all 


the party alive for two hours. Char- 


lotte Audley, and Miſs Mary Walton 


in 


oy n e 4 7 'P, — 
T 1 os SW; 
N eee ES 


To, oO Eo 


in particular, appeared ſo weary, that 
Mr. Hunter, to relieve both them and 
Mrs. Campbell, who felt no little unea- 


fineſs at their indifference, at laſt cloſ- 


ing the book, told the latter he muſt 
at that time give up the pleaſing em- 
ployment, though fully ſenſible he ſhould 
draw the indignation of the whole 
company upon himſelf, but that he 


had fo bad a cold in his head and 


eyes, that he could read no longer, to 
do the language the juſtice it deſerved, 


Mrs. Campbell bowed, and received 
the united thanks of the party, for the 
inſtruction and amuſement ſhe had af- 


forded them; but no one offering to 


take Mr. Hunter's place, and it being 
near the time proper to take leave, 
they all departed, excepting the Win- 
tertons and Audleys: Mr. Hunter, 
deeply againſt his inclinations, being 


obliged to attend his friends. to ſup 


with 
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with them at the inn. The reſt of 
the evening was ſpent by them all in 
a moſt uncomfortable manner. Mrs. 
Campbell was diſconcerted at that gen- 
tleman's leaving them; Helen at her 
lover's neglect; Honoria at his aſſidu- 
ity : George himſelf at her coldneſs, 
and Miſs Winterton's tender reſent- 
ment: Charlotte at the univerſal ſtupi- 
dity; and the old Doctor at his daugh- 
ter's melancholy; though he could not 
gueſs the cauſe, yet it had been viſible 
enough to every one elſe, as ſhe ſcarcely 
ſpoke at all the whole evening, and kept 
her eyes, which ſparkled with anger, 
conſtantly fixed on the cruel ſwain and 
the innocent Honoria, They parted 
earlier than uſual, having ſo little in- 
ducement to remain er. 


The next morning, before Honoria 
had quitted her chamber, ſhe was in- 
formed Mr. Audley waited to ſpeak 


with 
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with her in the parlour. She imme- 
diately haſtened down ſtairs, but how 


great was her ſurprize when he thus 


addreſſed her ? 


« My charming Miſs Wentworth, for- 


give this early viſit, but I had no 


other poſſibility of ſeeing you; as I 
muſt leave C — this moment 
with my ſiſter, and could not go 


without taking leave of you, and wiſh- 


ing you health, and that happineſs, 


which however you prevent all others 


from enjoying.” © What do you 
mean, Mr. Audley, ſaid Honoria, are 
you really going?” © I mean, Miſs 


Wentworth, ſaid he, you kill all our 
ſex with hopeleſs love, and your own 
with envy. Heaven and earth! we 


had ſuch a ſcene laſt night, but it was 


all your fault; Helen was in fits two hours; 


at intervals calling me all the ungrateful 
wretches. and deceitful monſters in 
the 
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at her. 
pack up her cloaths, and we would 
be off this morning before the fa- 
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the world. By Jove 'twas the ſe- 
cond part of Dido and Eneas; and 
there was the old gentleman ſwearing 
and vowing I ſhould not ftay another 
day in his houfe; that I had trampled 
on all the laws of hoſpitality, and ſe- 
duced the affection of his girl. Yes, 
upon my ſoul, he called her his girl; 
and poor Charlotte ſtood by, looking 
like a fool, for Helen would not let 


. her come near her, but raved and 


ſtamped like a fury, ſaying ſhe Iaughed 
So I told her to go and 


mily were up. When madam was a 
little recovered by the help of hartf- 
horn and burnt feathers, and the deuce 
knows what, ſhe was carried to her 


chamber, but not till ſhe had told me, 


ſhe hoped never to behold our un- 
grateſul faces again: but, by all that's 
good, I believe if I had made the 


leaſt 
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leaſt calle I ſhould have been 
reſtored to favour; for at parting ſhe 
addreſſed the two maids who ſupport- 
ed her, and who had n preſent at 
the whole ſcene. 


He is fa? ithleſs, and I am 4 ; 

3 Ze that witneſs the woes J endure, 
1 Let reaſon inſtruf? you to ſhun, 

I What it canwot inſtru you to cure.” 


She ſpoke this in a moſt pathetic 
manner, and as they ſhut the door 1 
ſhe waved her hand, and lifting up 
her eyes, ſaid, 1 , 


« Make, oh make the maid be couſes, 
Treat his love as he does mine.” 


I was fo petrified with aſtoniſhment, 
= that I ſtood for ſome moments in the 
place in which ſhe left me, without 
knowing where I was. I have now 

5 been 
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been to order the phaeton, and ſtolen 
the preſent moment to tell you the 
particulars of this affair, as I doubt 
not but you will have it repreſented 
to. you in a very different manner.” 


«I am, indeed, (replied Honoria) 
truly concerned, but give me leave to 
ſay, though you accuſe me, the fault 
was originally your own; and if I have 
been in the leaſt acceſſary, it was 
wholly againſt my inclination : but 1 
muſt now deſine you to conclude your 
viſit, for ſhould Miſs Winterton hear © | 
you ſpent the laſt minutes of your ſtay 
in this houſe, it will encreaſe her re- 
ſentment, and I, though. een, mal! 
probably fall a ſacrifice to it.” She then 
attempted to leave him, but he de- 
tained her to requeſt ſne would per- 
mit him to write to her, and honour 9 

him with an anſwer; but this the ab- 
ſolutely denied, declaring chat ſo far 
| from 
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from anſwering them, if he ſent any 
letters they ſhould be returned un- 


opened. He endeavoured to alter this 
cruel reſolution, as he called it, ſay- 


ing, Do not, dear Miſs Wentworth, 
fulfil the cruel wiſh of that ſpiteful 


old maid:” but in vain; ſhe again 


inſiſted on his going immediately, and 


at length, though unwillingly, he com- 
plied, intreating ſhe would ſometimes 


| beſtow a thought on one who ſhould 


ever retain her image in his mind, 


Honoria, after debating a few mi- 
nutes on the beſt method of proceed- 
ing, determined to acquaint Mrs. Camp- 
bell with every thing that had paſſed, 


3 which ſhe accordingly did at break- 


faſt, and had the ſatisfaction of re- 
ceiving her entire approbation of her 


conduct, at the fame time ſhe juſtly 


lamented the folly of her friend, and 


2 they both —_ Charlotte was very 


properly 
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properly ſerved for her thoughtleſs and 
ill judged ridicule. Honoria then re- 
tired to the ſtudy, and began. her dai- 
ly employment; when in half an hour 
Mrs. Campbell came haſtily into the 
room, ſaying ſhe had juſt received a 
meſſage from Miſs Winterton, requeſt- 
ing to ſee them both, and therefore de- 


fired Miſs Wentworth to accompany 


her directly. This haſty ſummons fAlut- 
tered her ſo much, ſhe ſcarcely knew 
what ſhe was about; but conſcious of 
no ill, ſhe feared her abſence might 


be conſtrued into a dread of Miſs 


Winterton's anger, and this determined 
her to go ; cloſing her book therefore 
immediately, ſhe prepared to attend 
Mrs. Campbell 


On their arrival at the Doctor's, 
they were ſhewn into Miſs Winterton's 
bed-chamber : ſhe was but juſt riſen, and 


laid negligently on a ſopha; . ſhe re- 


ceived 
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ceived them with a torrent of tears; 


but contrary to their expectations, with- 


out one reproach or expreſſion of re- 


ſentment. She told Honoria her heart 
had felt its death's wound, but that 
ſhe had no one to accuſe but the 
faithleſs Audley. Why, (cried ſhe) 


did he ever mention the love he bore 
me, when he muſt be ſenſible of the 
natural inconſtancy of his heart? and 
why after, beholding your charms, did 


I ever flatter myſelf with the hope of 
retaining his affeCtions ?” 


In this manner ſhe ran on for near an 
hour, giving Honoria very little op- 
portunity to diſclaim him as a lover; 
but this was a vain endeavour: He- 
len could not perſuade herſelf but 
that George Audley was irreſiſtible 
where he tried to faſcinate; and fully 
convinced of this, it was impoſſible to 
undeceive her. They therefore took 

1 leave, 
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ſing to call the next da 


promi 


- 


and our heroine pleaſed that this af- 


fair ended without any of the conſe- 
another ſtorm was hanging over her 


head, and ready to burſt on her. with 


quences ſhe expected, little thought 
all its violence, 


24 
leave, 
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WHEN Mrs. Campbell and Miſs 


Wentworth returned home, finding the 


ſtreet-door open, they went up ſtairs 
without any notice; but juſt at the 
top, were ſtopped by hearing ſeveral 
voices laughing and talking very loud 


an the ſtudy, Mrs. Campbell ſoon 
diſtinguiſned Mr. Hunter's, and on 


entering the room found it was re- 
ally that gentleman and his two 
friends, who were come to pay her a 
morning viſit, Mr. Dixon haſtily re- 

You. II. C treated 
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treated from the writing table, and 


ſeated himſelf by the fire, with the 
air of a man who has pocketed a 
bank note. There was indeed a viſi- 
ble embarraſſment in all their counte- 


nances; Mr. Milford appeared as if 


ſuppreſſing a laugh, and Mr. Hunter 


endeavoured to draw Mrs. Campbell's 
attention wholly on himſelf; but in 


vain ; ſhe ſaw there was ſomething ſhe 


could not comprehend, and her firſt 


idea was, that one of them had been ; 
writing a copy of verſes on her, and 


to diſcover whether ſhe had gueſſed 
right, ſhe turned her eyes to the ta- 
ble, but nothing lying there that con- 


firmed her ſuſpicion, ſne would have 


given up the thought, when unfortu- 
nately her eyes were attracted by a 
large foho that was open on the deſk ; 


the grew alternately pale and red as 


ſhe gazed on it with a fixed atten- 
tion ; when, unable any longer to bear 
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the uncertainty, ſhe roſe, and going up 


to it, glanced her eye on the title 


Page, and inſtantly fainted away. 


Honoria, little knowing the cauſe of her 


diſorder, flew to her aſſiſtance. Mr. 
Hunter ran for a phyſician, and after 
the uſual methods had been taken ſhe 


recovered her ſenſes; by that time Mr. 


Hunter arrived with Dr. Golding, who 


after feeling her pulſe, ordered her to be 
laid down on the bed, and ſaid he would 


. write a preſcription which ſhould be 
taken immediately. Honoria in the 


moſt affectionate manner went up to 


her, and begged to aſſiſt the maid in 
carrying her to her chamber, but ſhe 
| puſhed her away with great violence, 


and "replied, © ſhe wanted no other 
aſſiſtance than what Suſan could give.” 
Surprized and mortified at a behaviour 


0 different from what ſhe had ever 
_ before experienced, and not conſcious 
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of having offended, ſhe did not repeat 
her offer, bur reſumed her ſeat. 


When ſhe had left the room and 
the door was ſhut,---< So, Miſs Went- 


worth, (exclaimed the Counſellor) you 


do not know the occaſion of all this 


| buſtle?” „ No, really, fir, (ſhe re- 


plied) I have not the leaſt idea, nor 
can I gueſs how I have offended Mrsy 
Campbell, though ſhe certainly is an- 
gry with me.” * Then I'll tell you 
the cauſe,” anſwered he: then addreſ- 


img the phyſician; * It is proper, 
Doctor, you ſhould know too, that 
you may prefcribe accordingly ;” and 


leading them to the deſk, to the ut- 


ter diſmay and aſtoniſhment of our 


heroine, ſhe beheld the old folio tranſ- 


lation from the Latin, out of which 


ſhe had been that morning tran- 


ſeribing. and which in her hurry to 
| . 
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viſit Miſs  Winterton, me had ne- 
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glected to lock up as uſual. 


This was an enigma to Dr. Gold- 
ing, but the Counſellor explained it, 


and then added; If you, Miſs Went- 


worth, left the book here, it accounts 
for Mrs. Campbell's apparent reſent- 
ment; and forgive me if I ſay tis 
ten thouſand to one if ever you are 


pardoned, for ſhe certainly heard us 


laugh, which we all did moſt heartily 
at the diſcovery before ſhe came in. 
But how happened it to be in your 
poſſeſſion ? pray does ſhe put a dou- 


ble cheat upon us, and let your alter- 
ations paſs for her own?” Honoria's 


ſilence convinced hun this ſuſpicion 


was juſt. « Well,” (continued he) © it 


puzzled me extremely laſt night, to 


find her preſent work ſo much ſupe- 
rior to her converſation and all ſhe 
had before publiſhed, but the myſtery 
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ts now explained. Doctor Golding; - 
who had been to viſit his patient, 
then returned, and ſaid ſhe wiſhed to 
fee Miſs Wentworth, who immediate- 
ty complied with her requeſt. Mr. 
Hunter, who had only waited to. hear 
how the lady was, then took leave, 
and was followed by his two friends, 
both of whom humourouſly wiſhed our 
heroine well through the taſk of re- 
ſtoring an enraged and mortified au- 
thoreſs to tranquillity. 


When ſhe entered Mrs. Campbells 
apartment, that lady ordered her ſer- 
vants to quit the room, and then with 
2 bitterneſs and aſperity in her man- 
ner, ſhe had never before ſhewn on 
any occaſion, ſhe accuſed Honoria of 
having contrived this ſcheme purpoſe- 
ly to mortify her, from the envy ſhe 2 
ſuppoſed ſhe had felt, when the praiſes Þ 
beſtowed on her the evening before, 
* | | reminded 
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reminded her they were only due to 
herſelf. In vain Honoria endeavoured: 


to convince her that it was merely the 


effect of accident; Mrs. Campbell ei- 


ther did not, or would not believe it, 


and told her with an air of contempt, 
ſhe could not after this affair retain her 
in her ſervice, and therefore begged ſhe 
would the next day return. to London, 
as ſhe ſhould never recover the effects 
of this accident, whilſt her preſence 
continually brought it to her mind; 
and added that ſhe was at that time un- 


equal to any longer converſation on the 


ſubject. She then gave her a bank- 
note as a recompence for her paſt ſer- 


vices, and ringing. the bell, ordered. 


Suſan to aſſiſt Miſs Wentworth in pack- 
ing up her cloaths, as ſhe was to leave 
her the next. day.. 


_. Honoria then roſe, and with: that. 
calm dignity which never forſook her, 


OE 1 
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ſaid, “Give me leave, madam, to 


thank you for the attentions I have 
received from you, and which are too 
deeply imprinted on my memory to 


ſuffer me to be guilty of ſuch baſe 


ingratitude as that you impute to me. 
I ſhall ever retain a ſenſe of your 
kindneſs, and I forgive, and will en- 
deavour to forget, the unjuſt ſuſpici- 
ons you entertain.” She then left the 
room without waiting for a reply from 
Mrs. Campbell, who was ſo engaged 
with her own perplexities, that ſne 
took little notice of the ſpeech. 


Honoria with a heavy heart began 
her melancholy - taſk : ſhe particularly 
d:caded to return to London, but there 
was no alternative, as in all England 
beſides ſhe did not know a creature 
who could receive her. She deter- 
mined, however, not to quit C—— 
without _ leave of her amiable. 

friends, 
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friends, Mrs. Markham and Miſs On- 
flow, and when every thing was ready 
for her departure, ſhe called at the 
door, and fortunately found they were 
at home and without company. She 
told them ſhe was going from C 
the next day, and therefore ſhould not 
feel their abſence from it ; but ſhould 
ever regard the hours paſſed in. their 
company, as the happieſt ſhe had ever 
known ſince here ſhe | pauſed, 
not knowing how to go o———< Are 
you going to London, Miſs Went- 
worth?” (ſaid Mrs. Markham) Les, 
I believe I muſt go there, madam, but 
if in the country I could meet with 
an eligible ſituation, I ſhould greatly 
prefer it.“ © What ſituation ?” (inter- 
rupted Miſs Onſlow, with ſome ſurprize) 
« As companion to a lady or a govern- 
eſs, replied Honoria, embarraſſed ; per- 
haps you did not know it was in the. 
former line I lived with Mrs. Camp- 
| C 5 dell.“ 
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bell.” No, really, (returned Miſs. 


Onſlow) I ſuppoſed you were a viſi- 
tor.” © Her kindneſs and attention. to- 
me, anſwered our heroine, made it a 
very probable ſuppoſition.” But why 
then, my dear girl, do you leave 
her?” Honoria heſitated, for though her 


_ own. honour required ſome reaſon to- 


be aſſigned, ſhe could not bear to- 


betrzy a perſon for whom ſhe had ſtill. 
a ſtrong regard, thouglt ſhe _ her 


infa tuation. 


Whilſt meditating a reply that miglit 
gratify herſelf, and yet not expoſe Mrs. 
Campbell; the entrance of the counſel-. 
lor and Mr. Dixon relieved her from: 
her diſtreſs, as they immediately re- 


lated the whole ftory, to the infinite: 


amuſement of the ladies, who then ſaw- 
the reaſon of Honoria's embarraſſment, 


and inwardly applauded her delicate ge- 


neroſity. Miſs Onſlow laughed hear- 
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tily at the ridiculous diſcovery, nd 


ſaid, © I could almoſt pity any one 
but Mrs. Campbell, but ſhe is fo cold, 


ſo ſtiff and: fo rigid, that ſhe ſcarce- 
ly deſerves compaſſion; and then I 
have the ſtrongeft averſion to- duplici- 


ty. of every kind; perhaps I am 


wrong, but there are few faults I can- 


not more eaſily pardon.“ Indeed, 
Miſs Onſlow! (ſaid the counſellor) 
why: you are as wicked as Sir Timo- 
thy Valerian; you confeſs your error, 
but do not mean to amend it. «TI 


own I do love to: ſerve my friends, 


that's my failing, but I cannot help 
it.“ Emily ſmiled and faid, Very 
well, Mr. Milford, but will you not 


allow ſome virtues become the contra- 
ry, by being overſtrained?“ Ves, cer- 


tainly, madam, but let me ſay in your 
juſtification, that duplicity cannot be 
held in too great deteſtation by a young 
mind.“ Aker ſome general conver- 
ſation, 
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ſation, the gentleman took leave; and 
Mrs. Markham and Emily both expreſ- 
ſed the higheſt admiration at our hero- 
ine's forbearance, and hinting in the 
moſt delicate manner a wiſh to know 


more of her future plans and paſt life, 


ſhe determined, as far as was in her 
power, to ſatisfy them, 


She then told them, having loſt her 
parents early in life, ſhe was bred up by 
a kind and ever-lamented friend, whoſe 


death, as ſhe had it not in her power to 


leave her any thing of conſequence, 
threw her upon the world: that this 


lady's daughter was in the Eaſt Indies, 


on whoſe friendſhip ſhe had the firmeſt 


reliance, but that ſhe was unacquainted 


with her diſtreſs, and till her return ſhe 
ſhould endeavour to ſupport herſelf in 
an honorable manner: that the lady who 
recommended her to Mrs, Campbell, 
Was, ſhe had * reaſon te believe, 
marrid 


VETO; 


p 
7. = 
2 


married, and probably not then in Lon- 
don; ſhe had therefore no reſource, but 
to board once more with the ſame per- 


ſon who had formerly accommodated 
her, and there wait till ſhe could meet 
with a ſituation, where ſhe might re- 
main till the arrival of her friend; which 
ſhe hoped would not be very diſtant, 
as her huſband only went abroad on ſome 
buſineſs, which ſhe did not imagine 


would detain them many months. 


Mrs. Markham and Miſs Onſlow 
thanked. her for the confidence ſhe had 
repoſed in them; and the latter ſaid, ſhe 
believed ſhe knew a lady who would 
think herſelf happy in ſuch an acquiſi- 
tion, if Honoria had no objection to 


living whally in the country, and in 2 
retired manner. Our heroine aſſuring 


her it was her moſt ardent. wiſh to live 
in ſolitude, Emily was going to men- 
tion ſome farther particulars, but was 

inter . 
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| interrupted by Mrs. Markham 85 I ſup- 
poſe- you. mean. Lady Egerton; then, . 


per haps, Miſs Wentworth, if this pro- ; 


poſal meets your approbation, you will 
not object to going up to Town with us, 
and then Emily can introduce you in 


perſon to her Ladyſhip. We ſhall ſet 


out the day after to-morrow; there is 


2 vacant place in the coach, which you 


will make us very happy by accepting; 


and as it muſt be unpleaſant to remain 


at Mrs. Campbell's, you had better ſtay 
with us the ſhort time we ſhall continue 
here.” Honoria conſented, and with - 


the livelieſt expreſſions of gratitude, . Z 


thanked. them both for the intereſt they 


took in her happineſs. She then re- 
turned to Mrs. Campbell's, with very 


different ſenſations from. thoſe ſhe felt 
when ſhe quitted the houfe before, and 
hearing ſhe was rather better, but laid 


down. on the bed, ſhe left a meſſage 


| with Suſan to inform her where ſhe was, 
and 
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A r 


EY” why ſhe had quitted her before the 


time * 


Once more under Mrs. Markham” $. 


| hoſpitable roof, ſhe felt happy and com- 


poſed. Miſs Onſlow then fulfilled her 
promiſe of relating to her, Lady Eger 


ton's hiſtory, which ſhe thought neceſ- 


fary for her to know, before ſhe became 
an inhabitant. of Elmſthorpe. 


died when ſhe was an infant, and her 


father, Captain Hallifax, being in the 


army and. continually moving from one 
place to another, intruſted her to the 


care of his ſiſter, who lived in Devon- 


ſhire,. very near the place where I paſſed 


eight years of my life, and for thoſe. 
eight years we were inſeparable. From 


this long intimacy you will allow me, 
my dear,. to be ſome judge of her dif- 


| poſition ; it is the moſt gentle and ami- 


able 
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able one I ever met with, but ſhe has 
too little ſpirit ever to be happy in this 


world. Mr. Liſburne, a Lieutenant in her 
father's regiment, and a young man of 


ſome paternal fortune, had with her fa- 


ther s approbation addreſſed her for ſeve- 
ral years, and ſhe was ſincerely attached 


to him; but her father thought her too 
young to marry, and deſired them to 


wait till Mr. Liſburne was of age, which 


he was not to be till four and twenty. 


About fourteen months ſince, when he 
was unfortunately abſent, ſhe was ſeen. 
at, a ball by Sir William Egerton, who 
fell diſtractedly in love with her. I 
ſpeak now literally, for ſurely love ſuch 


as his is diſtraction only. He made 


propoſals to her father, who diſregard- 


ing his firſt engagement accepted them, 
and inſiſted on Maria's marrying Sir 


William with a violence; that not hav- 
ing me to adviſe, or Liſburne to ſup- 


port her, her gentle ſpirit knew not 
how. 


We: 


n en CS & te oat 
how to reſiſt. In ſhort, he terrified her 


Into a compliance; and when her lover 


returned, and found her Lady Egerton, 
the ſhock, one ſhould ſuppoſe, for a time 
deprived him of reaſon, for he upbraided 
Maria in the bittereſt terms for her incon- 
ſtancy, and challenged Sir William. 


They met, fought, and were both 


wounded, ' though not dangerouſly. It 
was in vain that at her requeſt I repre- 
ſented to him the force her father had 
uſed to effect his purpoſe, and that her 
heart was his only: he would not cre- 
dit me, but went to every houſe where 
ſhe viſited, and every public place 


where he thought he ſhould meet her, 
with a deſign, as he ſaid, to ſtrike her 


barbarous heart with remorſe. This 
conduct almoſt killed Lady Egerton, 


who had thus the object ever before 


her eyes, it was now become her 
duty to forget; and irritated Sir Wil- 
lam, the natural jealouſy and violence 
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of whoſe temper, was encreaſed by a 
conſciouſneſs that her affections were en- 
paged to another when ſhe married him; 
a circumſtance, I know, he was well. 
acquainted with, when he made his firſt 
propoſals, but which the ſelfiſnneſs of 
his paſſion made him diſregard. You 
may therefore believe he conſented with 
great pleaſure to a requeſt ſhe has lately 
made him of living wholly in the 
country; but as he is fond of rural 
amuſements, and they engroſs great part 
of his time, he is probably fearful from 
the lonelineſs of the ſituation, ſhe may 
repent her wiſh, and has deſired: her to 
look out for ſome agrecable. female com- 
panion who may enliven her ſolitude. 
Of this ſhe has informed me, in a let- 
ter from London, where ſhe now is on 
her return from a viſit to her aunt in 
Devonſhire, and where ſhe only waits 
to ſee me, and then goes into Linco.. 

ſhire for the winter. Now, my deat 
10 gul,, a 


n o. „ E 1. 4% 


girl, as you object not to retirement, 
Lady Egerton is ſo very amiable, I. 
think you may . paſs the ſhort time you 
will have to diſpoſe of, till the arrival 
of your friend, not uncomfortably in her 
ſociety; and I dare fay you will have 
but little of Sir William's, who is, I 
muſt own, a moſt diſagreeable crea- 

ture.“ | 2. 


- Honoria- gratefully thanked Miſs On- 
flow for her information, and gladly ac- 
cepted the offer of ſo eligible a ſituation, 
The reſt of the evening was ſpent in 
converſing on paſt occurrences, and fſu- 
ture ſchemes; and when Mrs. Markham 
retired, Miſs Onſlow in the moſt delicate 
manner offered Honoria any pecuntary 
aſſiſtance which might at that time be 

ſerviceable to her; and with the timidity 
a conſiderate mind ever feels on ſuch an 
occaſion, begged her not to be offended, 
nor conſtrue her wiſhes to ſerve her into 
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any oſtentation or affected ſuperiority. 
Honoria with a frankneſs, that ever 
marked her character, replied, © In- 
deed, my dear Miſs Onſlow, I do not 
think ſo meanly of you, and to convince 

you how ſenſible I am of your kindneſs, 

I would accept the offer if I were in 
the leaſt diſtreſſed; but Mrs. Campbell's. 
generoſity has ſo. far exceeded my wants, 
that I am comparatively rich; and in 
the comfortable proſpect of Lady Eger- 
tons protection, comparatively happy.“ 


From the affluence in which ſhe had 
paſſed the firſt eighteen years of her life, 
ſhe knew not the value of money, and 
the natural liberality of her mind, and 
benevolence of her diſpoſition, render- 
ing her ever attentive to the diſtreſſes 
of others, and ever aſſiduous to relieve 
them; ſhe had on her firſt arrival in 
England, been involved in ſome per- 
_— but taught ous by expe- 

fences 
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rience, ſhe now regulated not merely 
her own expences but her charities, 


from a conviction that indiſcriminate 
bounty often leſſens the power of be- 


ſtowing upon the worthy. Yet when 


extreme want ſolicited her benevolence, 
ſhe waited not with cold propriety to 


_ enquire into their merits, but often de- 


nied herſelf many little articles of o- 
nament to contribute to their relief. 


Thus drawing an exact line between 


extravagance and parſimony, ſhe lived 


with comfort to herſelf and benefit to 


ſociety; the loweſt members of which, 
often deriving the neceſſaries of life 
from her juſt economy, followed her 


| ſteps with bleſſings, and addreſſed the 
_ earneſt prayers of gratitude for her hap- 


pineſs to that heaven, whoſe commands 
me ſo exaRtly obeyed, 
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. Tn E following day was ſpent in 
ſome preparations for their journey, 
when in the evening the footman 
brought in a letter directed for Miſs 
Wentworth: ſhe took it with that 
eager curioſity thoſe feel whoſe boſoms 
are ever alive to hope, but on opening it 
coloured exceſſively, then grew pale as 
death, and when ſhe had finiſhed read- 
ing it, laid it down and burſt into 

tears. Her kind friends, alarmed at 

this ſudden agitation, haſtily enquired 
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che cauſe; me could not ſpeak, but 
gave the letter to Miſs Onflow, Who 
to her great ſurprize read as fol- 
lows: 
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It was not, my charming Miſs 
4 Wentworth, till, after I left you yeſ- 
terday at Mrs. Markham's, that I 
learned your ſituation with Mrs. Camp- 
bell, and that by contributing to make 
pyou an object of envy, I have inno- 
4 "cently done you a great injury, by 
| robbing you of the aſylum her houſe 
afforded, and reducing you to the ne- 
ceſſity of ſeeking another. I entreat 
3 you, my lovely gil, to grant me your 
3 forgiveneſs, and ſuffer me to make all 
the reparation in my power, by offer 
ing you my protection, my fortune, 
my conſtant and invariable love; love 
3 which your perfections will render 
more laſting than thoſe ſordid ties, by 
WOT * and infipid fouls bind 
them- 
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themſelves ; and you ſhall ever have 
the entire command of the heart and 


fortune of 
cc Your eternally devotet 


O08. 6, __ *Epmund Dixon.” 


Mrs, Markham was extremely ſur- 
prized and offended at the inſolent 
freedom of this addreſs, and when Ho- 
noria was a little recovered, adviſed 
her not to give way to her emotions, 
but treat the letter with the contempt 
it deſerved, by taking no notice of it: 
but Miſs Onſlow; thinking it would 
de more expreſſive of her juſt reſent- 
ment, if ſhe returned it in a blank co- 
ver, and Mrs. Markham recalling her 
Firſt opinion, and joining with her, 
Honoria followed their advice; and 
whilſt ſealing it exclaimed in a voice 

| broken by * « Oh, it is furely the 
l = 1. 8 birtereſt 


np.” 
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bittereſt evil of poverty to be ſubject to the 
inſults of the rich and powerful.” „And 
it is, my dear girl, (replied Mrs Mark- 
ham) the privilege of the unfortunate 
only to ſhew the meek ſpirit of Chriſ- 
tian forbearance, by receiving the in- 
ſolence of the world with quiet reſig- 
nation, and by looking on it as one 
of the traits we muſt expect in this 
life, fuffer it to purify our minds for 
a better ſtate.” Thus did this excel- 
lent old lady draw from every event 
the pureſt precepts of religion and 
morality. Early the following morning 
they began their journey, which, from 
the vivacity and attention of her com- 
panions, was the pleaſanteſt Honoria 
had ever known in England. 


In a fairy tale of Count Hamil- 
ton's there 1s an account of a palace, 
in one of the apartments of which 
four magpies are playing at quadrille, 
You, II. D And 
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and a crow is knotting at the corner 


of the table. What a pity it is in 


theſe days of refinement, that the mag- 
pies and crows which infeſt card par- 
ties are not equally harmleſs! It was 
at a rout at Mrs. Walton's, a few 


days after our heroine's departure from 
 C——, that her leaving Mrs. Camp- 
bell was mentioned in terms of ſur- 
prize by ſome of the company. Dear 


me, (faid Miſs Walton), it was ve- 
ry odd ſhe did not call to take 
leave of us before ſhe went.” ©« Take 


leave, indeed | (returned a lady who 
was juſt ſitting down to whiſt), the 


oirl I ſuppoſe, knew better than to 
put herſelf on ſuch a footing with you ; 
why ſhe was only a young woman 
who Mrs. Campbell hired to write for 
her, and I think it was very wrong 


to introduce her in the manner ſhe 


did to all her acquaintances ; but 
however ſhe has ſmarted for it, and 
that 


5 
* 2 


wa 
"> 
7-0 1 
—_ 
1 
70 We 
"= 
8 
+228 to 
A 55 - 
1 
_—_ 
3 
WES. 
WE 
2 5 
3 
5 + 
BEA 
-. "88 
_ 
5,080 
8 © = rl 
7 . 
3 3 
7 9 
— 
2 "0 
5 
1 
'- 7 58 
e 
1c 
. 
$0.2 
„ 
1 
e 
- 
i 
2 
= " 8 
; I £4 
© 
LM 
RS = 
po 
= {8 
+ 
3 
8 
©... 
©," 
£ = 
£20. 
WS 
r 
- £3 
my 
1,558 
2 
I 
— 
ee > 
=1\, 3 
3 
N 
ts 
3 
6 
+ "LOS 
. 
2 EN 
3 
3 4 
3 
OI 2 
4 N. 
e 
I”: 
88 
8 
8 
_ 48 
1 
2 
N 
AY 
=. 
- 5M 
ſoa. -\ Of 
9 
N 
2 
** 
% 2 
1 ITN 
"I 
5 
1 
327M 
85 
4 — 
95 
R 
3 37 
2H 
. 
3 
. 
5 
3 
3 
EY 
IEF: 
3x 
N 
OS 
7 7 
3 
arg q 
2 758 
WS 
* »., 
* 
5 
3 
{het 
We. 
. 
5 
3 
3 
7 + 
0 ws, 
1 
9 
1 
mv 
* 
e 


Mota” 


8 * * ö 2 A l | * ä J 
* $I ne ST 4 1 T0» BUT © OS Tune => my Derbe n 
: JJ... ⸗ꝙgſ md ³ðĩ8ͤ 8 * 
.... . ͤ ß ̃]ĩͤ I EL Ae V WW RE c I ge RS I 
5 F 2 £ 1 er — 41 3 N het fog o ITED SEE * * 2 8 3 * 
. " 8 N 9 © . * : N 


1 „C „„ 
that will teach her better another 
I time.” „Oh, my dear Mrs. Stanton, 
4 (cried Miſs Mary Walton) do tell 
us what you mean.” © Why is it 
poſſible, Miſs Mary, (returned the lady) 
that you have not heard the reaſon of 
her ſudden departure? why it is all 
over the town. I know not the ſtory 
perfectly myſelf, but as it was told 
me, you ſhall have it. But firſt let 
me remind you the other evening at 
Mrs. Campbell's, did you not fee. 
George Audley fitting by Miſs Went- 
worth the whole time, and never ſpeak- 
ing to a creature in the room but 
her?” „Ves, that we all did (returned 
Miſs Mary) and if I am not miſta- 
ken, his converſation with her was 
ſomething particular, for ſhe often 
bluſhed. Well, (continued Mrs. Stan- 
ton) this morning my mantua-maker 
came to try on my new chintz gown, 
that one you know which you admired 
52 ö LE 
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ſv much, and ſaid it was the moſt 
elegant thing you had ever ſeen. So 


I aſked her, for theſe kind of people 


generally know all the news, if ſhe 


had heard why Miſs Wentworth left 
Mrs. Campbell? Now I would not 


have what I ſay repeated, becauſe it 


might hurt the poor woman in her 
buſineſs ;' but ſhe told me, that a few 
nights ago ſhe went to Miſs Winter- 
ton's by appointment, but found ſhe 
was ſo ill that ſhe could not ſee her; 


ſo ſhe aſked the maid what was the 


matter ? and ſhe told as a great ſecret 


that ſhe believed her miſtreſs was 


jealous of Miſs Wentworth and Mr. 


Audley, for that the night before ſhe 


came home from Mrs. Campbell's in 


fits, and told Mr. Audley he was the 
moſt barbarous man in the world; ſhe 


did not know entirely what had paſled, 


but added, that © Audley's folks were 


a hurrry,” 


gone off that n in the whiff of 
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a hurry,” that was the maid's expreſ- 
ſion. Well, upon this her curioſity 


was ſo excited, that ſhe goes to 
Mrs. Campbell's to ſee Suſan, who is 
her couſin; and ſhe learned from her 
that her lady and Miſs Wentworth had 
been to Miſs Winterton's, and that 
ſhe came home ill, fainted away, and 
ſent off Miſs Wentworth directly. Now 
Suſan ſeemed to think that Mr. Aud- 
ley. waited ſomewhere on the road for 
her, for that he had been with her 
half an hour in the morning before 
her miſtreſs was up; and 1 dare ſay 
it was ſo, for the girl would never 


have quarrelled with her bread and 


butter, unleſs ſhe had ſecured herſelf 
another eſtabliſhment. * 


All the company agreed ih this 
idea; and another lady ſaid ſhe was 


ſure it muſt be fo, for that day ſhe 
was riding eight miles from C—_— 


= and 
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and met Mr. Audley in his phaeton 
with a lady, who could not be his ſiſ- 
ter, for ſhe always rode in a green 
great coat, and this had a brown one. 
Thus was this point determined to 
the general ſatisfaction of all the com- 
pany, except Miſs Walton, who 
though ſhe dared not controvert the 
eſtabliſhed opinion, ſaid, ſhe was very 4 
much concerned for Miſs Wentworth, 4 
who had ever appeared to her as a ; 
- moſt amiable woman. I am ſurprized, 
Anne, you could think ſo, retorted 
Mary abruptly ; to me ſhe was always 
inſipid and diſagreeable.” Here Mrs. 
Stanton's partner, who loved the four 2 
| honors better than all the ſcandal in 1 
the world, and had moſt impatiently 
waited the end of her relation, inter- 
rupted the young lady, ſaying peeviſh- 
I, I wiſh, Miſs Mary, you would not 
call off Mrs. Stanton's attention from 


her cards any longer; 3 you may diſcuſs 
this 
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this affair another time.“ This reproof 


put a ſtop to the converſation; but 
from this only aroſe the report that 


with Mr. 


Miſs Wentworth left C 


Audley, which was afterwards currently 


believed by the whole city, excepting 
the few who knew better, but whoſe 
intereſt prevented them from relating 


* truth. 


Miſs Winterton was one of the firſt 


= credited the ſtory ; ſhe was con- 
vinced of his attachment to her, and 
doubted not but ſhe returned it, not- 
withſtanding her aſſeverations to the 


contrary : ſhe had ſeen her and Mrs. 


Campbell but the morning of her de- 
Parture, in perfect harmony with each 
other; and her friend, as ſhe imagi- 


ned from delicate attention to her feel- 


ings, evidently avoided the ſubject, nor 
ever gave her any reaſon for their 
parting. She was not in fact ſorry 
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for the report, nor would ever contra- 


dict it, leſt the real reaſon ſhould be 


diſcovered. Mr. Hunter, when his 
friends returned from Mrs. Mark- 
ham's, and informed him they had 


rallied Miſs Wentworth on the adven- 
tures of the day, requeſted them in 


the moſt earneſt manner not to men- 
tion it again to any one; as, if it was 


made publick through his or their 


means, it would infallibly loſe him 


the favor of Mrs. Campbell, and en- 
tirely ruin his hopes. They ſcru- 
pled not promiſing him fecrecy ; and 


leaving the town a few days after, 


knew not how deeply their keeping 


that promiſe, wounded the reputation 
of our heroine. Mr. Dixon was high- 


ly mortified at receiving his own letter 


in a blank cover, but rejoiced that 
he had truſted no one with his ſcheme, 


as conſequently no one could exult in 
his diſappointment. 
Mrs. 


wo”! 
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Mrs. Markham on her arrival in 
2 London, went to a relation's in Caven- 
L diſh-ſquare, where her . grandſon was; 
3 and left Honoria with Miſs Onſlow at 
4 her guardian's lodgings, in Biſhopſgate- 
ſſtreet. He received them civilly, but 
| coldly; and when they had taken ſome 
refreſhment, deſired Emily to attend him 
into another apartment; ſhe conſented, 
but with viſible reluctance, and during 
their abſence, which laſted an hour, 
Honoria was tormented with continual 
and almoſt impertinent queſtions from 
Mrs. Bridges, a woman, whoſe curi- 
oſity was her predominant quality. 
Theſe enquiries were often particularly 
diſtreſſing to her, as ſhe was at a loſs 
how to anſwer; and ſhe was happy 
when the entrance of her friend put a 
ſtop to them, though concerned to fee 
her eyes red and ſwelled, and a look of 
deep diſpleaſure in her countenance. 
At ſupper, Mrs. Bridges, whoſe con- 
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verſation was all interrogation, afked 


her how ſhe liked C:? „Very much 


indeed, (returned Emily). What, 
better than Devonſhire, I ſuppoſe ?” 
<« Yes really, madam.” © Well, what, 
did you ever ſee Captain Harcourt 
there?” © No,” (cried Emily, with an 
indignation in her voice and manner 
that ſhe could not ſuppreſs). © Huſh, 
my dear, (exclaimed her huſband) what 
ſignifies talking of that now?” 


When they retired, Honoria took no 
other notice of what paſſed in the even- 
ing, than expreſſing her concern to ſee her 
out of ſpirits. © Yes, (cried Miſs On- 
flow) my guardian has been reading 
me a fine lecture; a lecture which 1 

hope my late conduct has not deſerved, 
but which even if it had, was not given 
in a proper manner to make any im- 
preſſion on my mind.” She then aſked 
Honoria, if it would be agreeable to her 
| to 
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to go to Lady Egerton's the next mora- 


ing after breakfaſt: to which ſhe imme- 
diately conſented, glad ot an opportu- 


- nity to leave a family, whoſe manners 
were ſo ill ſuited to her own. 


The next day at eleven, Mr. Bridges' 


„ carriage came to the door, and ſoon 
conveyed them to Sir William Eger- 
ton's, in Somerſet ſtreet. Lady. Eger- 


ton, whoſe pale countenance and de- 
jected manner too plainly ſhewed the 


ſtate of her mind, received her friend 
with animated ſatisfaction, and Honoria 
with a polite affability. Miſs Onſlow 


had by a note ſent early in the morning, 
informed her of her intention, and had 
the happineſs of ſeeing this interview 


complete her purpoſe; her friends were 
mutually pleaſed, and Lady Egerton en- 


treating Emily to ſpare our heroine imme- 


_ ately, ſhe conſented, though unwilling, to 
part with her for the time ſhe remained in 


town: 
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town: but reflecting, if her own ſitua- 


tion was diſagreeable, how much more 


ſo her friend's was, gave up her own 
wiſhes in compliance with Lady Eger- 


ton's requeſt. As ſhe had promiſed to 


dine with them, it was not till late in 


the evening ſhe left Honoria with her 


new patroneſs, promiſing to ſee them as 


often as poſſible during their ſtay. But 


the next morning at breakfaſt, when Sir 
William firſt made his appearance, he 
told Lady Egerton, that now having a 
companion, there was no reaſon for her 


remaining any longer in town, and de- 


fired they would ſet out for Elmſthorpe 


the next day, and he would follow them 


in leſs than a week. Lady Egerton 
immediately aſſented; and with Hono- 
ria devoted that morning to take leave 


of Miſs Onſlow, who was the leſs diſ- 
concerted at this intelligence, as it had 
been juſt concluded upon by Mr. Henry 


. that they would quit London 
a week 
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a week earlier than they had at firſt in- 
| tended. Emily promiſed to write to 
them both frequently, and they parted 
with mutual expreſſions of friendſhip 
and regret. Honoria in their return to 
 Somerſet-ſtreet, called on Mrs. Mark- 
ham, who was truly rejoiced at her hap- 
py eſtabliſhment, and congratulated La- 


dy Egerton on the acquiſition Miſs 
Wentworth would be to her. Lady 


Egerton replied, ſhe was very ſenſible 


of it, and grateful to Miſs Onſlow for 


her introduction of Honoria.— It was 


with deep regret our heroine obſerved 


that Mrs. Markham appeared languid - 


and weak, but hoping ſhe might attri- 


bute it chiefly to the fatigue ſo long a 
Journey muſt have naturally cauſed in 
a perſon at her advanced age, endea- 


voured with that hope to conſole her- 
felf, 8 
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During the ſhort time Honoria had 


been in London, ſhe had only been out 
in a carriage; but when in the ſtreets, 
her eyes were ever directed to the paſ- 


ſing objects, as if anxious, yet afraid 


to diſcover among them one who could 
intereſt her. In the afternoon, ſhe re- 
collected her old landlady, for whom 

though ſhe had no affection, ſhe thought 
it right to enquire; and ſending for 
2 Hackney coach, drove to Great Marl- 
borough-ſtreet, and ſtopping at Mrs. 
. Gibbons's, enquired if ſhe knew where 
Mrs. Middleton then lived. Mrs. Gib- 
bons did not at firſt recollect Honoria, 5 
till the enquiry brought her perſon to 


her remembrance. She received her 
with great civility, but ſaid, ſhe was 
ſorry to inform her that Mrs. Middle- 


ton was dead. She had been ſo much 


hurt by the idea that the fire was occa- 


ſioned by her own careleſſneſs, that ſhe 
never wholly recovered it, but fell into 


a rapid 
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a rapid decline, which ended her life 


but a few days before; and added, that 


her huſband ſtill lived at Mr. Burnaby's, 


to whom ſhe would faithfully deliver any 
meſſage, as ſhe often ſaw him. Hono- 
ria expreſſed her regret at the poor wo- 


man's unhappy fate, and thanking Mrs. 
Gibbons for her information and civil 
offer, took leave, not imagining it could 


be of the leaſt conſequence to acquaint 
Mr. Middleton of her change of fitu- 
ation, though ſhe had intended to in- 
form his wife. 


Sir William, who ruled in his own 
houſe with the moſt abſolute ſway, or- 
dered the carriage at ſix the next morn- 
ing, and deſired the ladies to be ready 
at that time. His lady aſſenting, Ho- 


noria had no right to object, though 
| ſhe regarded it as one proof among ma- 
ny others of his arbitrary diſpoſition. 


They flept the firſt night at Hunting- 
CE, | don, 
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don, and arrived the next day to din- 
ner at Elmſthorpe, where, at the ap- 
pointed time they were joined by Sir 


William, whoſe preſence, inſtead of ad- 
ding to their comfort, laid them under 


a continual reſtraint, from the haughty 
auſterity of his manner and converſa- 


tion. 


Honoria had formed a very different 


idea of the ſituation of the place 
from the reality; connecting that of a 


Jealous huſband, with an ancient caſ- 


tle, built in a remote and gloomy 
wood, and ſurrounded with high hills. 
__Unacquainted with the nature of the 


country, ſhe had pictured to herſelf a 
building of this kind, and was ſurprized 


at ſeeing a modern houſe in a ſmall park, 


where a few trees were thinly ſcat- 
tered; the country flat for many miles, 


the corn- fields bounded "RE no hedges, 
and 
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and the meadows adorned by no trees. 


The deſolate appearance of the place, 
for it was now , the latter end of Oc- 
tober, and a very wet ſeaſon, gave 


her mind an unpleaſant impreſſion, 


when ſhe beheld it, an impreſſion no 


favourable circumſtance. ever counter- 
acted, 


"The few among - thts neighbouring 
1 whom the approach of | win- 
ter had not called to London, viſited 
them ſometimes, but always in a for- 


mal and unſocial manner; and at theſe 


meetings the converſation of the gen- 
tlemen turned wholly on ſporting or 
politics, and that of the ladies on do- 
meſtic events, or the little ſcandal the 
country affords; they could give no 


entertainment to Honoria's poliſhed and 


cultivated mind; and ſhe was ſoon con- 


vinced that a life of almoſt, total in- 


action, 
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66 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


action, is particularly ' unfit for thoſe 
who have been depreſſed by any hea- 
vy affliction. Her thoughts, which at 
C were enlivened by a variety 
of objects, which if they failed to 
pleaſe, generally amuſed; were now 
wholly employed in re-tracing former 
ſcenes, the recollection of which always 
added to her dejection. Lady Eger- 
ton too, giving way to the languor 
which oppreſſed her, uſually fat 4 picture 
of ſilent "melancholy. 
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Even the relief of books was de- 
nied them; Sir William ſeldom read 
himſelf, and of courſe his library con- 
ſiſted of a very few, and thoſe were 

either too trifling to engage attention, 
or ſuch as Honoria was too well ac- 
quainted with to receive any entertain- 
ment from their peruſal. Muſic was 
their only reſource,” and that was a. 
dangerous one. Lady Egerton was ex- 

* tremely 
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tremely fond of it, and played well; 
but Honoria underſtood it ſcientifically, 
and was a moſt capital performer; but 
not having practiſed however ſince 
ſhe left Ireland, ſhe had loſt in ſome 
degree her ſkill, but this by ſtrict at- 
tention ſhe ſoon recovered. There 
was a very fine organ, and whilſt Sir 
William was engaged in the morning, 


Lady Egerton . would liſten for hours 


whilſt Honoria played, whoſe diſpoſi- 
tion leading her to chuſe the moſt 


plaintive tunes, this, inſtead of be- 


coming an amuſement, only nouriſhed 
both in herſelf and her friend, that 
forrow ſo deſtruftive to her peace. 


Scottiſh airs were particularly their 
favourites; and one day Honoria re- 
collecting Robin Gray was often 
ſung by Colonel Effingham in their 
hours of happineſs at Wood Park, be- 
gan to play it, and joining her voice 


without 
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without obſerving her friend was ſilent, 
went through it; the tears ſtreaming 
down her cheeks from the painful regret 
which filled her mind, when ſhocked 
and ſurprized at ſeeing Lady Egerton, 
whoſe head reſted on the back of her 
chair, in an agony of grief; ſhe ſud- 
denly thought of the impropriety ſhe 
had been guilty of, in fixing on a ſong, 
the ſtory of which was ſo exactly ſimi- 
lar to her caſe. She entreated Lady 
Egerton to forgive her folly; Lady 
Egerton made no anſwer, but preſſing 
her hand in an affectionate manner, 
burſt again into tears, and threw her 
head un Honoria's lap, who grieved 
at her emotion, and oppreſſed with her 
own ideas, wept ſilently over her. They 
had remained but a few minutes in this 
luxury of grief, when Sir William en- 
| tered, and haſtily demanded © what was 
| the matter? He ſoon learned the 
| "cauſe was melancholy muſic, and know- 


E | 4 nn | ing 
|; | 


4 


ing Mr. Liſburne was a performer, be- 


came jealous of the organ, from ſup- 
poſing it recalled his image to his lady's 
mind. With an affected ſolicitude for 
their health and ſpirits, which, he faid, 
ſo much crying would injure, he bade 


them follow him into the parlour, and 


locking up the muſic room and taking 
the key, declared they ſhould play no 
more but in his preſence, and then he 
would chuſe their muſic. Lady Eger- 
ton as uſual acquieſced without a word, 
but Honoria, whoſe indignation was 
raiſed by this unjuſt tyranny, retired to - 
her chamber, and remained there the 
whole day, pleading a head- ach, which 


was in fact not merely an excuſe, as 


the violence of her agitation had really 
extremely diſordered her. 


CHAP. 


70 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


| 


e HA P. Xvi. 


= TEE letters which they both fre- 
quently had from Miſs Onſlow, were 
now all that enlivened their ſolitude, as 

her deſcriptions were animated and 
amuſing: but after a long ſilence, they 
received one which was far from having 

the uſual effe&, as it informed them of 

the death of Mrs. Markham. Miſs On- 

ſlow ſaid, her health had been declining 

ever ſince her firſt arrival in London, 
where at the requeſt of her friend Mrs. 
Draper, ſhe had remained ever ſince: 
but that about three weeks before, that 
lady 3 for the firſt time her 
danger, 


8 
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danger, wrote to Mrs. Aſhbourn at Pa- 


ris, deſiring her to return immediately 


to England. Mrs. Aſhbourn was di- 
vided between her affection to her mo- 


ther and huſband, who had relapſed, 
and was then in a moſt alarming ſtate, 
at laſt determined to leave him to the 


care of his children, as there was no 


appearance of an immediate termina- 
tion of his life, and go to Mrs. Mark- 


ham. On her arrival ſhe found that 
excellent lady ſo much reduced, that 
ſhe thought it impoſſible for her to exiſt 


many days. In fact, in leſs than a week 
ſhe expired in her daughter's arms, and 


reſigned her breath with that tranquil- 


| lity, which a conſciouſneſs of having 
ſtrictly fulfilled every duty both to God 
and man, will ever give to the laſt mo- 


ments of a Chriſtian, As ſoon as the 
laſt ſad duties were performed, Mrs. 


 Aſhbourn haſtened to Paris, where ſhe 
had the ſatisfaction of finding her huſ- 


band 
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72 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 
band rather better, though yet too weak 
to undertake a journey to the South of 
France, which however the phyſicians 
declared was abſolutely eſſential to his 
perfect recovery. Miſs Onſlow then 
begged them to pardon her long ſi- 
lence, as ſhe had been conſtantly en- 
gaged in aſſiſting her friends in their 
attendance on their father, and pro- 
miſed to write again before they left 
Paris. 


Both Lady Egerton and Honoria 
were deeply afflicted at this intelli- 
gence; they not only regretted the 
death of Mrs. Markham, for whom 
the former had a high reſpect, and 
the latter a ſincere affection, but they 
lamented the long abſence of ther 
friend, Emily; and meeting with no 
variety to reheve the melancholy im- 
preſſion it gave them, it for ſome time 

| 3 | -*- added - 
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added to the dejection that was now 
in a manner become habitual. 


Sir William till continued firm to 


his purpoſe, and they had no acceſs 


to the muſic room but in his preſence. 
The evenings were devoted to whiſt 
or cribbage, if they could get a fourth, 
which was ſeldom wanting, as Mr, 
Millar, the clergyman of the pariſh, was 
ſo fond of cards, he with pleaſure 
attended them almoſt every afternoon, 
leaving his poor wife, who could nei- 
ther ride nor walk two miles in the 
winter, at home to take care of her 
ſeven children, and attend to her do- 
meſtic duties. Regularly however on 
a Sunday they both, and ſome of the 


children dined at Elmſthorp, and were 


always brought and ſent home in the 


coach. This was literally a day of 


reſt to Honoria, who had an extreme 
diſlike to cards, and her natural fond- 
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74 HONORTA SOMMULYISAE: 


neſs for children a it the moſt 


agreeable one in the week, as ſome 
of the little Millars were pretty and 


engaging. To Henry and Sophia 
ſne grew particularly attached, and 
grateful for her kindneſs, they returned 


it with equal affection. 

It was now the beginning of February; 
and the weather which had been before al- 
moſt a ſeries of inceſſant rains, ſettled 
into a calm and clear froſt; which 
gave Lady Egerton and our heroine, 
opportunities to indulge their partiality 
for walking. They frequently ram- 
bled into the village, and viſited the 
cottagers, where, by relieving their 
neceſſities, they beſtowed upon others, 
that happineſs, they were incapable of 


feeling themſelves. One day as they 
were wandering through the village, 
they met a cart loaded in ſo ſtrange 
a manner, that it excited their curioſi- 
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ty, and ſtopping at a farm houſe, 
they enquired | of the miſtreſs if ſhe 


knew what it was, and learned from 


her, that it belonged. to a company of 
| ſtrolling players, who were come to per- 
form for a few weeks. This being ſome- 
thing like an amuſement, was pleaſing in- 


telligence to, Lady Egerton, who gladly 
caught at any relief from her own 
thoughts; and communicating her in- 
tention of viſiting the theatre to Sir 


William, he made no objection, but 
an engagement preventing them the 


firſt night of performance, on the ſe- 
cond, not chuſing to go himſelf, he 
conſigned them to the care of his 


| friend Millar. 


The * was Romeo and Juliet, 

and the entertainment Roſina. The 

part of Romeo, as expreſſed in the writ- 

ten bills, by Mr. Meadows, and Juli- 

et and Rofina by Mrs. Meadows. 
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76, HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


The accommodations were, as they 
expected, very indifferent, a nd the ac- 
tors in general wretched and ill dreſt. 
Romeo was genteel and handſome, but 
ranted fo violently, that it was highly 
_ amuſing to the ladies; the farmers 
wives and daughters however who 
were preſent, cried almoſt throughout 
the whole play, and extolled the fine 
acting as they called it. The appea- 
rance of Juliet charmed and ſurprized 
them; ſhe was exactly the age the po- 
et has fixed; her perſon ſmall and de- 
licate, her face not beautiful, but ex- 
tremely pretty, though | pale. Her 
voice weak, but her manner of ſpeak- 
ing juſt and energetic: and her dreſs 
compared with the reſt, elegant: it 
was a fine muſlin petticoat and train, 
a luteſtring body, a ſaſh and a chip 
hat, ornamented with a large plume of 
white feathers. There was an appea- 
rance of ſomething ſuperior to the ſta- 
tion 
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tion ſhe was then in, that ſtruck La- 


dy Egerton and our heroine, and ſhe 
gave the moſt pathetic parts of the 


play with great energy and feeling, 
even ſhedding tears, and ſeeming ſtrongly 
agitated in the ſcene between Juliet and 
Lady Capulet. When the play was con- 
cluded, ſhe fainted away, from the 


exertions ſhe had uſed, and continu- 


ed a long time fo ill, that the enter- 
tainment was delayed above half an 
Hour. The people at length grew 
ſo clamourous that ſhe altered her 
dreſs, and appeared as Roſina; as 
there was no other young woman in 


the company, who could take her 
part. She went on tolerably, for 


two or three ſcenes, but. juſt as ſhe 
had concluded one of the ſongs 


again fainted, and was carried off the 


tage. 
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78 HONORIA SOMMERYILLE: 


Mr. Millar then, at Lady Egerton's 
requeſt, aſked her huſband how he 
could ſuffer her to appear again, after 
having been ſo ill. He replied with 
a low bow, that he was very ſorry; 
but he believed the reaſon of her ill- 
neſs was, that ſhe had not taſted any 
meat for three days; and that as ſhe 
had not gone through the whole of 
her part, he doubted whether the ma- 
nager would give them the promifed 
ſtipend, with which they hoped that 
evening to procure a hot ſupper, 
the hope of which had induced her 
to endeavour to go through Roſina. 
Shocked at this ſpeech, Mr. Millar 
called for the manager, and aſking 
him if Meadows had any reaſon for 
his ſuppoſition, aſſured him if he did 
not immediately, in the preſence of 
the whole audience, pay him the 
ſum agreed on, the company ſhould 
the next day be turned out of the 

village; 


n S TE. 


village; and addreſſing Lady Egerton, 
ſaid, he was ſure ſhe would uſe her 
whole intereſt with Sir William on 
the occaſion, who had power, as Juſ- 
tice of the peace, to ſend them away 
directly. The manager, intimidated by 
this menace, complied at once, and 
Lady Egerton and Mr. Millar re- 
ceived the poor man's grateful thanks. 
The farce was then ordered to go on, 
that the people might not be diſap- 
pointed, which it did; the girl who 
acted Phebe reading the part of Ro- 
ſina, and omitting all the ſongs. But 
even in this manner it pleaſed the ruſ- 
tics, who departed highly ſatisfied with 
their entertainment. Mr. Millar was 
rejoiced that he had done a charita- 
bie action, and Lady Egerton and 
Honoria were ſecretly happy in the 
idea of enquiring further into the ſto- 
ry, and contributing td the future re- 
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ef of this n unfortunate nde 


couple. 


Sir William on their return ſeemed 


amuſed with their account, and promiſed 


to attend them himſelf another time. 
The next morning, followed by the 
ſervant carrying two bottles of wine, 


the ladies walked to the village, and 


ſtopping at the cottage where Mrs. 
Meadows lodged, enquired how ſhe 
was; they were informed rather better 
than the evening before, but ſtill very 


weak. Her huſband came out, and 


reſpectfully aſked them if they would 
walk in; they aſſented, and ſhewing 
them into a neat little room, where 


his wife was ſitting, Mr. Meadows im- | 
mediately withdrew. She attempted 
to ſtand up when they entered, but 
could not; Lady Egerton begged her 


not to make the attempt, and ſaid ſhe 
was ſorry to witneſs her illneſs the 
preceding 


$624 


Se 


e 57 £ 0148: V0 bei V1 


preceding night, and ſtill more ſorry 
to learn the cauſe; chat ſhe had brought 
ſome wine which ſhe deſired her to 
accept, and hoped it would be of 

ſervice to her. The poor young wo- 
man burſt into tears at this unexpected 
" kindneſs, and ſtrove to expreſs her 
gratitude, but could not for ſome 

moments articulate. When ſhe began, 
Lady Egerton ſtopped the effuſions 
of her heart, by ſaying, ſhe wiſhed 

to extend her relief beyond the pre- 
ſent moment, if ſhe would inform her 

in what manner ſhe could ſerve her. 
She ſhook her head; and replied, no- 
body could ſerve her; that ſhe had 
been guilty of the fault, and perhaps 
ought to ſuffer the puniſhment. © What 
fault (returned Lady Egerton) can you 
have. been guilty of? You ſeem very 
young, are you married to Mr, Mea- 
dows?” © Oh yes, madam, indeed I 
am married; the fault I allude to is 
Es © Jinks 
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"diſobedience. I ran away with him to 


| 7 # ts | a | 
Scotland without my father's conſent, 


and he has never ſeen me ſince, he is 


ſo angry; though, to be ſure, if he 


did but know how often I have been 
_ almoſt ſtarved, he would relent a little.” 
« Why then, (ſaid Lady Egerton) if 
your profeſſion is ſo very unprofitable, 
do you ftill follow it? Cannot your 
huſband gain a livelihood by any other 
means? No, madam, (replied Mrs. 
Meadows) he never learned any trade; 


his father was a miller in Dorſetſhire, but 
died when he was about twelve years old; 
his mother married again very ſoon, 
and his father-in-law uſed him ſo ill, 
that he ran away before he was fifteen. 


He lived two or three years I do not 


know how, and at laſt got into a com- 
pany of ſtrolling players.” But where 


did you meet with him?“ (interrupted 
Lady Egerton) Why, if it will not. 


intrude too much on your time, 


: ladies, 


LY. 
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ladies, (ſaid Mrs. Meadows) 1 will 
give you ſome farther account of my- 


ſelf, as, though it will not make me 


appear wholly excuſable, yet I flatter 
myſelf you will view my conduct in a 
more favourable light, than you can 
do at preſent.” Her Ladyſhip and 
Honoria both expreſſing a wiſh to hear 


her ſtory, the began: . 


" My father is a farmer in York- 
ſhire. My mother died when I was 
about five years old, and not having 
any female relation to take care 
of me, he was adviſed by a per- 
ſon in the neighbourhood to = 
me to ſchool ; and thinking, 


I ſhould have a tolerable fortune icy 
his only child, that if he was at the 
expence of ſending me out, he had 


better give me a good education at 
once, determined to take me to Lon- 


don, to his _ who - was married 
—_— 
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84 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


there, and then look out for a proper 
ſituation with her aſſiſtance; and this 
he was the more induced to, as I could 
ſpend my holidays with my uncle and 
aunt, and in every other reſpe&t be 
under their care. This ſcheme was no 
ſooner thought on than executed; my 
aunt fixed upon a proper place, and 
there I remained ten years, without 
ever returning to Yorkſhire; as my fa- 
ther thought it would be too great an 
expence to have me up and down 
often; and as he came to town every 
year, and I ſtaid almoſt every ſchool 
receſs at my uncle's, who was a haber- 
daſher in King-ſtreet, Bloomſbury, I 
* wiſh to 80 home. 


Fa The ſchool] where was, 8 
not a capital, was a very genteel one, 
and the number of ſcholars limited. 
As my father allowed me very hand- 
ſomely for cloaths, I made as good 


an 


2470-10 :V: 8 Ls 85 
an appearance as any of my compani- 
ons, even thoſe whoſe birth and for- 
tune placed them in a much higher 


rank of life; and always having plenty 


of pocket money, and being natu- 
rally inclined to let them ſhare with 
me the little comforts it afforded, I 
ſoon made myſelf many friends, and 
was frequently aſked by their parents 
to accompany them home for ſeveral 
days at a time: by theſe means I often 
aſſociated with my ſuperiours; and 
even my aunt's acquaintance, though 
only in her own line of life, by con- 
verſing with thoſe above them, and 
mingling in the world, had acquired 
a kind of gentility in their manners, 
not to be met with among the ruſtics 
at a diſtance from the metropolis; 


and their converſation was generally 


amuſing, as they knew all the com- 


mon topics which engroſſed the minds 


of the more faſhionable circles. 


« ] had 
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«© had learned during my ſtay at 3 
ſchool, French and Engliſh grammati- EH] 
cally, dancing, needle-work of all 
kinds, writing and arithmetic. I was 
very anxious to add muſic to the liſt, 
but that my father prudently refuſed; 
however I devoted all my leifure to 
pick up what little knowledge of it 

1 could gain from my ſc:ool-fellows, 
or elſe to reading ſuch books as I 
could borrow. They were always 
plays, novels, or poetry; dangerous 
ſtudies, I am now convinced, for a 
young perſon who has no adviſer to 
direct her to the beſt, perhaps I might 
ſay, the leaſt injurious —Extremely 
attached to my aunt, who had been a 
mother to me, and happy among my 
companions, it was with great regret 
I heard of my father's intention of 
taking me home the next vacation. 
Convinced however that to object would 
be undutiful, I never expreſſed the con- 
| | cern 
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cern J felt, except at parting with my 
aunt; ſurely my grief was a preſentiment 


that 1 ſhould never ſee her again, 


and of tlie evils I have fince experi- 


enced. | 


4 4 7 


« On my return to Yorkſhir e, 1 


was ſhocked, and diſguſted, at the 
coarſeneſs of manners, and vulgarity 


of expreſſion, of thoſe with whom 1 
was deſtined to converſe; but perhaps 
this by degrees might have worn off, 
and I might have been reconciled to 


their ſociety, if my father had not 


been ſo precipitate, but in leſs than' a 
fortnight he told me without any ce- 


remony, that he had promiſed farmer 


Rogers I ſhould marry his ſon, and 
defired I would prepare myſelf to 
comply. Oh ladies! you cannot 
think how I was ſhocked at this com- 
mand.” © Oh yes, (replied lady Eger- 
ton, with a deep ſigh) I can, indeed, 
bye 8 | 2 
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and ſincerely pity you; but your heart 
was not then engaged to an amiable 
and deſerving object? * No, madam, 
returned Mrs. Meadows, but Thomas 
Rogers was a mere clown; he could 
talk of nothing but farming, hay and 
wheat, and ſuch things; and then 
he was ſo rude and rough, I could 
not bear him. However I only 
told my father, 1 hoped he would 
not oblige me to marry againſt my 
inclinations, but he ſaid, his word was 
given, and he could not retract, and 
that I had beſt fay no more about 
it. From this time young Rogers 
came to us every evening, and I was 
obliged to be civil to him before 
my father; but when we were alone, 
I always told him I ſhould not mar- 
ry him, and he uſed to ſay, he 
hoped 1 would alter my mind. In the 
mean time a company of players 
came into the village; ; and by way of 
* 
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wedding thin and amuſing myſelf, 1 


went to the play as often as poſſible. 
Meadows was then manager, and I 


could not forbear comparing him with 
my lover, to the infinite diſadvantage of 
the latter. The parts he acted were 
ſuch as to a young girl, fond of the- 
atrical amuſements, repreſented him in 
the moſt captivating light. In a 
ſhort time we became acquainted, and 
knowing how diſagreeable the engage- 
ment my father had made was to 
me, he ſpared no pains to pervert my 
mind, by faying a father had no right 
to command the affections of his 
child, declaring his own paſſion for 
me, and aſſuring me he had ſome pro- 
Derty in Dorſetſhire, which would ſup- 
port us comfortably, if. my father 
ſhould remain inexorable. 
ladies, for why ſhould I expatiate on my 
folly | ? his entreaties prevailed : dread- 

ing an union with young Rogers, and 
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weakly flattering myſelf, my father 
would forgive my. diſobedience, when 
the event was paſt recall, I conſented 
to accompany him to Scotland, To 
raiſe money for this expedition, he 
Jold the ſcenes, dreſſes, and every 
thing that in the character of manager 
belonged to him ; not doubting any 
more than myſelf, but that we ſhould 
be received on our return. But in 
this we were cruelly diſappointed ; my 
father ſhut his doors againſt us, and 
except ſending my cloaths, abſolutely 
refuſed us any aſſiſtance. Thus were 
we thrown on the world at once. De- 
pPrived of his ſtock in trade, my huſ- 
band had no reſource but becoming 
a ſubaltern actor in that or ſome 
other company, and I offered my à- 
bilities, though conſcious of their in- 
feriority; ' In this way of life we 
have continued ſeveral months, ſome- 
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times living tolerably well, at others 
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experiencing Hes elt POT and 
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3 Mrs. 11 n her 


ule narrative, during the recital of 


which ſhe had ſhed many tears. Lady 
Egerton aſſured her. ſhe would exert 
all her powers to relieve her from 
this uncomfortable ſituation, as though 
her quitting her father was not wholly 
tö bel defended, yet his conduct had 
made it more excuſable. Perhaps, 
added ſhe, if Sir William was to write 


to him he might relent, finding a 


ſtranger cauld intereſt himſelf in your 
behalf.“ „ fear he would not, ma- 


dam.” Suppoſing (interrupted Ho- 


noria) he ſhould offer to receive you 
if you would leave your huſband, 


could you conſent ?” ce No, madam, 


indeed I would not. Before I mar- 
ried I owed no duty but to my fa- 
ther; that I dared Wolate, and heaven 
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02 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE! 

has puniſhed me for it. But I will 
not be again guilty; I will not vo- 
luntarily break a voluntary engage- 
ment, and forget the vows I ſo lately 
ſwore to keep inviolable. Whatever 


ever poverty we are involved in, it is 
my duty to ſhare it. Yet I will not 
take more merit than I deſerve; af- 
fection has equally with duty fixed 
my reſolution, and nothing ſhall alter 


it: my huſband has ever behaved to 


me with unremitted kindneſs, though 
deeply diſtreſſed at the mortification 
he met with on e bail 8 _— 
us admittance.“ 


| Andy Savin and Honoria both 
applauded her reſolution, and the lat- 
ter ſaid her queſtion was only to try 
the ſteadineſs of her attachment, and 
that her anſwer had proved its ſince- 
rity, Lady Egerton then giving her 
* 1 5 five 
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five guineas for her preſent ſupport, 
and enquiring her father's name and 


addreſs, left her haſtily to n her 


ex e of gratitude. 


She 1 the 3 to Sir Wil- 


liam on her return, and he appear- 


ed to take more than uſual intereſt in 
it; and immediately wrote to the fa- 
ther, informing him, that under the 


complicated evils of diſtreſs of mind, 
ſickneſs, and poverty, his daughter 
had been found by ſtrangers who af- 
forded her that relief ſhe was denied 
by thoſe, from whom ſhe had a na- 


tural right to expect it. He then 


begged him to conſider that though 
ſhe had once materially offended him, 


ſhe was ſtill his child, and as ſuch 


had ſtill a claim to his protection; 
and that he had been in great mea- 
ſure acceſſary to the evil, the con- 
fequences of which he refuſed to par- 

| don, 
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94 non SoMMERVILEE: 


don, by giving her an education 

equally improper and ridiculous, for 

the ſtation of life in which he meant 

to fix her; and hoped this letter 

| would ſet the affair in a light, which 

| probably he l never before conſi- 

dered it in; and induce him to receive 

his daughter” and her huſband, and 

by taking them from the misfortunes 

to Which .they, were at preſent ex- 

poſed, | prevent himſelf from bong 
aafetrable for their miſconduct, 

whatever errors they might be guüley 

of, would undoubtedly be. cauſed by 
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his unnatural behaviour. nm 2085 N18 n 
dee OO 7 

This . though v written in Sir | * 
William's uſual, ſtyle, had the defired fe 
effect. The farmer, aſhamed that his | © 
rigid conduct ſhould be known and i to 
condemned, anſwered in the moſt the 
humble manner; 15 thanking him and | the 


his 


& 807+ W209 08 


his lady for their goodneſs to his 


child, and accompanied it by a let- 


ter to her, expreſſing his forgiveneſs, 
and adding that if ſhe” and her huſ- 
band would leave their vagrant pro- 
feſſion, and return to him, he would 
endeavour to put them in ſome way 
of ſupporting themſelves, - 


When this was carried to the poor 
creature, it almoſt overſet her reaſon 


with joy. She threw herſelf at Lady 


Egerton's feet, and burſt into tears; 
nor was Mr. Meadows much leſs af- 


fected; he gratefully acknowledged Sir 


William's and his Lady's kind inter- 
ference, and ſaid he would endeavour 


to deſerve it by the ſtricteſt attention 


to his father. Sir William then gave 


them a handſome preſent to defray | 
the expences of their journey, and ſent 


another 
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8nother letter by them to the old man, 
expreſſing, himſelf highly fatisfied with 
his conduct, and recommending a mild 
and good-humoured treatment, as the 
beſt way of making an impreſſion. 
upon generous minds. They had then 
the pleaſure of ſeeing them depart 
with chearful and contented counte- 
nances; and had themſelves the in- 
nate happineſs of reflecting, they had 
faved a young creature from inex- 
preſſible miſery, and perhaps from 
- guilt, for in a ſituation fo public, 
yet fo diſtreſſed, who can tell what 
poverty might have driven her to ?— 
Then how, ye rigid cenſurers of 
fallen virtue, can ye condemn 
that conduct, which is often the 
reſult of deſpair in minds once 
pure and ſpotleſs; and who in the 
days of proſperity would have ſhud- 
ved 
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CHAP. XY. 


Tk ative part Sir William had 
taken in this affair, pleaſed Lady 


Egerton, and in ſome meaſure recon- 


ciled Honoria to him: ſhe began to 
think, could he diveſt himſelf of 
his jealouſy and haughtineſs, he would 
be a tolerable companion; and from 
the animation their anxiety for the 
Meadows's had raiſed in their minds, 
the time had of late paſſed more plea- 
fantly than uſual. Their converſations 
took a livelier turn, and Sir Will- 

am, 
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am, gratified by the tranquillity that 
appeared in his Lady's countenance, 
not only relaxed . his ſeverity, but 
even endeavoured to amuſe them. He 
gave up the key of the muſic room, 
and ſtrove to make parties that they 
would think agreeable. 
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This harmony continued till the 
latter end of March; when an acci- 
dent happened that entirely deſtroyed 
it. At a town about three miles 
from Elmſthorpe, there was an an- 
nual ball at this time; as it was re- 
ſorted to by every body of the firſt 
faſhion for many miles round, it was 
advertized in all the newſpapers for 
a fortnight before. Sir William had 
pleaſed himſelf with the idea that it 
\ © would be an agreeable evening to 
his Lady and Honoria, and was ex- 
tremely diſappointed when in the morn- 
ing at breakfaſt, the former mentioned 
"0 RE Fa 2 | her 
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her intention of ſtaying at home, and 
gave as a reaſon that ſhe had a cold 
and violent head ach, which ſhe fear- 
ed the heat of the ball room would 
increaſe. He remonſtrated, but in vain; 
' ſhe continued firm to her purpoſe, and 
as ſhe pleaded illneſs, he could not 
without an appearance of harbarity 
inſiſt on her compliance. * What, 
and ſhall not you go, Miſs Went- 
worth ?? (ſaid he) © No, Sir, (an- 
ſwered Honoria) I ſhall certainly at- 
tend Lady Egerton.“ © Tis very well,” 
_ replied he, biting his lips with vexa- 
tion and anger, for even in ſo trifling 
a circumſtance, he could. not brook 
the leaſt - diſappointment. He ſpoke 
not again the whole time of breakfaſt; 
and when he retired, Lady Egerton 
burſting into tears, exclaimed, © Oh, 
Miſs Wentworth, how does my cruel 
fate purſue me! I ſee you are fur- 
priſed at my declining an amuſement 
| ] have 


%% 
I have for ſome time thought of 
with pleaſure; but yeſterday morn- 
ing when we were airing with Mrs. 
Allen, did you not obſerve a gentle- 
man in a blue coat, alighting from 
his horſe at the George, at S——? 
Yes, my dear girl, that is the very 
man I have taken ſuch pains to avoid, 
who is now I doubt not with his 
uſual cruelty, come down on purpoſe 
to meet me at the ball; but 1 have 
fortunately diſcovered his intention ; as 
I was not in our own carriage, he 
will not ſuſpect I know of his arri- 
val. I am ſorry (adged ſhe) to keep 
you at home, but I dare not ſtay 
alone, leſt he _ ſhould attempt to ſee 
me.” © Do not, dear Lady Egerton, 
(rephed Honoria) let the idea of my 


loſing an entertainment diſtreſs you; 


believe me, ſo far from wiſhing to 


join the party, nothing but the fear 


of appearing ſingular, prevented me 
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from requeſting to be left behind.“ 
Lady Egerton was fatisfied by this aſ- 
furance; but Sir William continued 
the waole day in his gloomy diſpo- 
fition, and ſet off in the evening for 
. without having once ſpoken to 
either of them. 


The inſtant the carriage drove from 
the door, Lady Egerton went into her 
dreſſing room, rang the bell, and or- 
dered the ſervant, if any one ſhould 
call in the courſe of the evening, to 
ſay ſhe was not at home; then telling 
HFonoria ſhe was too much out of ſpi- 
rits to converſe, begged ſhe would read 
to her; ſhe inſtantly complied, and 
taking up a volume of Shakeſpeare, 
began As you like it; but had ſcarcely 
finiſhed one at, before they were 

both alarmed by a loud ringing at 
the porter's lodge: Lady Egerton 
turned pale as death, but ſoon reco- 

: vered, 
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vered, and nothing further paſſing, Ho- 
noria went on till it grew too dark to 
ſee without candles, and was then go- 
ing to ring for them; but Lady Eger- 
ton ſtopped her, ſaying ſhe was juſt in 
the humour to enjoy the light of the 
moon, which then ſhone very bright 
through the windows, and would in- 
dulge her penſive inclination for ſome 
time. She then leaned her head back 
on the ſopha, and gave way to the 
melancholy ideas that obtruded them- 
ſelves in her mind. | 


Honoria imagining her preſence was 

a reſtraint, left the room -and walked 
for half an hour up and down a gra- 
vel walk in the garden, when ſhe 
was recalled to the houſe by loud and 
repeated ſcreams ; ſhe flew to the dreſ- 
ſing-room, where ſhe found Lady 
Egerton in ſtrong fits, but wholly diſ- 
regarded by Sir William, who was 
F 4 raving 
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raving like a madman, and vainly en- 
deavouring to make himſelf under- 
food by two ſtrange gentlemen, who 
with Mr. Millar, were preſent at this 
ſcene. Honoria waited not for an ex- 
planation, but flew to Lady Egerton's 
aſſiſtance, rubbed her temples with 
hartſhorn, and at. length reſtored her 
in ſome degree. From the haughty 
agitation which appeared in the coun- 
tenance of one of the gentlemen, and 
knowing Lady Egerton's apprehenſions, 
ſhe immediately gueſſed it was Mr. 
Liſburne; the other ſhe had never 
ſeen before, but from his aſſiſting Mr. 
Millar to keep him and Sir William 
apart, ſhe judged there had been ſome 
dreadful quarrel on his Lady's ac- 
count; but how they came all in the 
dreſſing- room ſhe could not learn, for 
they - ſpoke ſo loud and with ſuch 
extreme anger, ſhe could not diſtin- 
_ a ſyllable to give her the leaſt 

infor- 


n ,. - 


information. However, juſtly ſuppoſing 
her afflicted friend would not recover 
whilſt within hearing of the diſpute, 
ſhe rang for her woman, and with her 
help carried her to her own chamber 
and laid her on the bed. When a 
little recovered, Lady Egerton ad- 
dreſſed Honoria, who was watching 
her in mournful filence. “ Oh, my 
dear girl, ſhall I ever ſurvive this 
dreadful night! Sir William will kill 
him, I know he will. Why did you 
leave me? perhaps your perſuaſions 
might have aided mine, and they 
would not have met.” Honoria begged 
her to compoſe herſelf and endeavour 
to reſt, but this was out of her pow- 
er. However, after ſome time ſhe lay 
ſilent for a few minutes, and our hero- 
ine ſtole ſoftly out of the room, and 
went down ſtairs to learn if poſſible 
the occaſion of the late confuſion. 


＋ 2 In 


106 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


In the parlour ſhe only found Sir 


William and Mr. Millar, the others 
were gone; and immediately on her 


entrance, the former thus addreſſed her 
with mingled rage and contempt. 


« Well, madam, you are a fine com- 


panion for a faithleſs wife, a kind, 
convenient friend, who can introduce a 
lover, and regard not the agonizing 
pangs of a huſband: but by heaven 
this night is the laſt you ſpend under 
this roof; whether I live or die, my 
commands ſhall be obeyed. If I fall, 
my blood will reſt on you, and if I 
execute my juſt vengeance on the 
guilty Liſburne, the crime will lie to 


your account, for but by your curſed 


contrivance we had never met.” Ho- 
noria for a few moments ſtood 
ſpeechleſs with aſtoniſhment at the 
ſtrange and violent charge, accompa- 
nied with ſo terrible a denunciation : 
at length recovering her voice, ſhe 
3 begged 


begged to know what he meant, and 


what crime it was he dared accuſe her 
of? She ſpoke with a warmth that ſur- 


prized him; but injured innocence 


"and conſcious integrity gave an un- 
uſual ſpirit to her words and manner, 
He then directly charged her with 
having introduced Liſburne to his La- 
dy's dreſſing- room, and leaving them 
together. She then in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner aſſured him, that half an 
hour before ſhe was ſummoned to the 
apartment by Lady Egerton's ſcreams, 
"ſhe left her by herſelf, and had been 
walking alone in the garden from that 
time, and had not ſeen a fingle crea- 
ture, nor did ſhe on entering the 
room know who either of the ſtran- 
gers were, He heard her finiſh her 
ſpeech, and then with the utmoſt con- 


tempt ſaid, he did not believe one 
word of it; that it was her intereſt 


to ſay ſo, and his lady's to counte- 
5 f _ - _- Nance 
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nance her, but it would never make 
the leaſt impreſſion on him. * You 
may therefore (he continued) go back 
to your injured and innocent friend, 
as no doubt you think her, and con- 

ſole her with the intelligence, that be- 
fore twelve hours are at an end, either 
her lover or her huſband will be no 
more; fate only can determine which; 
but at all events ſhe muſt prepare 
herſelf to leave . this houſe to-morrow 
morning; if I eſcape a bullet, I muſt 
fly my country to avoid an halter, 
and 1 promiſe her ſhe ſhall be the 
companion of my flight; and left 1 
ſhould fall, I will ſpend this night in 
taking meaſures to prevent her from 
being that gainer by my death ſhe 
_ doubtleſs hopes to be.“ He then quit- 
ted the room, followed by Mr. Mil- 
lar, who ſtood aghaſt, yet dared not 
interpoſe. The barbarity of this ſpeech 
abſorbed Honoria's own reſentment in 
7 the 


| the compaſſion ſhe felt for her amiable 
and afflicted friend; ſhe returned and 
paſſed the night by her bed ſide,. en- 
deavouring but in vain to comfort 


J will now acquaint my readers with 
the particulars of this fatal adventure. 
Sir William when he entered the ball 


room was engaged by ſome gentle- 


men to make a party. at whiſt: he 
directly ſat down to the table, but be- 
fore the cards were dealt, was accoſt- 
ed by Mrs. Allen and ſome other 
ladies, who enquired why Lady Eger- 
ton was not there? he replied ſhe 
complained of a cold and head- ach, 
and he could not prevail on her to 


come. Juſt as he ſpoke this, he 


turned round to anſwer a gentle- 
man who had addreſſed him, and 
ſaw Mr. Liſburne ſtanding ſo near, 
that he muſt have heard all that 


paſſed ;. 
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paſſed; he made him a formal bow, 
and inſtantly left the card-room, Sir 
William played one game very unea- 


fily, then calling Mr. Millar, defired 
he would go into the dancing room 


and inform him whether Mr. Liſburne 
was there? He preſently returned ſay- 
ing the room was ſo full, a ſearch 
would have been vain; but that he 


accidentally heard a lady ſay, he had 
left the aſſembly ſome minutes be- 


fore, 


Sir William was diſtracted at this inte}- 
ligence, and intreated Mr. Millar by his 
friendſhip for him to take his carriage and 
go to Elmſthorpe and bring him word, 
whether there was any one with Lady 
Egerton, The poor man, though in 
the utmoſt ſurprize, not knowing how 
to account for - this ſtrange requeſt, 
promiſed to obey, but begged to know 
what he could ſay to her Ladyſhip, 


as 


A 2 VE 111 


as an excuſe for his viſit „ Oh! 
tell her (replied Sir William impa- 
tiently) I ſent you to know how ſhe 
was.” It was Mr. Miller's ringing ſo 
loud at the gate, that gave the firſt 


alarm to Lady Egerton: on being 


told that ſhe was not at home, he 
informed the porter he knew very 
well ſhe was; but on his reply- 
ing that ſhe had given orders to re- 
fuſe every bodv admittance, he could 
preſs no farther. When he brought 
this account to Sir William he was 
juſt cut out; he received it with the 
utmoſt agitation and requeſting Mr. 
Barrington (a gentleman with whom 
he was intimately acquainted) to ac- 
company him and Mr. Millar to Elmſ- 
thorpe, on the way informed them of 


his ſuſpicions, and his reaſons for 
them. 


— . Mr. 


. 
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Mr. Liſburne, who had been told 


of Lady Egerton's motive for quitting 
London, was fo ſhocked at the reflec- 


tion that he had baniſhed her from 


fociety, that ſtruck with a deep re- 
morſe, he reſolved to go abroad for 
ſome years, if he could have one more 
interview with her to obtain her par- 
don, and inform her of his determina- 
tion. The advertiſement of the an- 
nual ball at 8 —, firſt gave him 
the idea of meeting her there, and 
he was conſequently highly diſappoint- 
ed on hearing Sir William ſay, ſhe 


was confined by indiſpoſition: having, 


no other inducement to ſtay, he then 
left the room, and returned to the 
George, intending to ſend her a let- 
ter; but after writing ſome time was 
diſſatisfied with what he had faid, and 
determined if poſſible to ſee her, vhich 
as her huſband was engaged at whiſt, 


he hoped he might accompliſh with- 


out 


* 


out diſcovery. He took a poſt chaiſe 
as the ſwiftet method of conveyance, 
but arriving at the park gate, alighted, 
andordered the poſt-boy to drive back to 
the village, and wait for him there, 
The porter at firſt denied his lady, but 
a golden key ſoon opened the gates, and 
he walked to the houſe without mo- 
leſtation : another bribe prevailed on 
the footman to admit him up ſtairs, 
where he ſurprized Lady Egerton not 
long after our heroine had left her, 
and at the very time Sir William was 
on the road attended by his friends. 
She ſtarted at his entrance, for there 
was no light in the room but what 
the moon and the fire afforded, which 
was inſufficient for her to diſcover 


who he was; but the firſt ſound of 


his voice declared it was Liſburne. 
She ſcreamed, and riſing from the ſo- 
pha, inſiſted on his leaving her im- 
mediately, but in vain: he ſeized both 

e her 
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her hands, and held them faſt to pre- 
vent her from quitting the room; 
_ ſhe ſtruggled to diſengage herſelf ; but 
her ſtrength was unequal to his: her 

tears however and entreaties affected 
him, and he aſſured her he would go, 
if ſhe would liſten to him a minute. 
only; ſhe unwillingly conſented, and 
when he had informed her of his in- 
tended plan, for .which he hoped to 
receive her thanks, he fell at her feet 
to ſolicit her forgiveneſs for the for- 
mer injuſtice and cruelty of his be- 
haviour. 


Sir William in driving through the 
village, met the poſt-chaiſe which car- 
ried Mr. Liſburne ; and ſuſpecting ſome- 
thing he ſtopped his own carriage, and 

called to the poſtillion to know from 
whence he came? *© From Elmſthorpe, 

fir,” (returned the man). « And who, 

pray, did you leave there?“ © A gen- 

| tleman, 


„ 1 SVM 179 
3 fir, 1 do not Wt his name, 
that came to maſter's yeſterday,” And 
when are you to fetch him again ?” 
« J can't tell indeed, fir; I am to wait 
for him here at the Red Lion.” This 
little converſation redoubled Sir Wil- 
liam's anger and anxiety ; he ordered 
the coachman to whip his horſes, and 
in a very. few minutes arrived at -his 
own gates. Here they all alight- 
ed, not to give any alarm, and walk- 

ing through the park came to the 
houſe, and opened the dreſſing- room 
door, at the very inſtant Liſburne was 
on his knees to Lady Egerton, and 
kiſſing her hand. The darkneſs of 
the room added to Sir William's 
rage; he drew his ſword and would 
have facrificed the defenceleſs Liſburne 
inſtantly to his fury, had not Mr. 
Barrington and Mr. Millar forcibly 
withheld him. The lady fell into fits, 

ET, and 
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and at this period Honoria entered from 


the garden. 


Sir William, choaked with paſſion, 
was uttering the bittereſt invectives; 
and with dreadful imprecations was 
calling all the powers of evil on his 
head, if he ſuffered Liſburne to exiſt 
another day ; ; Who, inattentive to his 


threats, was vainly endeavouring to 


clear Lady Egerton from the impu- 
tations he caſt on her. After half an 
hour ſpent in mutual expreſſions of 
anger and revenge, the other gentle- 
men ſeparated them, but not till they 
had agreed to meet the next morning 
at ſeven o'clock, in a cloſe about 
half a mile from 8 


At ſix, Lady Egerton, who after a 


night ſpent in extreme agony of mind, 
had juſt fallen into a ſlumber, was 
awakened by a meſſage from Sir 

William, 


Rr oo „ - 


William, defiring her 10 riſe and 
dreſs herſelf immediately, and have 
every thing prepared for their jour- 
ney, as he ſhould return for her in 
an hour. She was obliged to com- 
ply, but her mind was in ſuch a ſtate 
from her apprehenſions of the event of 


their meeting, of which this meſſage 


informed her the exact time, that Ho- 
noria and her maid dreſſed her as 
they would an infant, not having the 
leaſt power to aſſiſt herſelf, Sir Wil- 


liam then called on Mr. Barringron, 


who had promiſed to be his ſecond, 


and repaired: to the appointed ſpot ; 


where they were ſoon joined by the 
other gentlemen. When the diſtances 
were meaſured, Mr. Liſburne turning 
calmly to his ſecond, ſaid, © Wilmot, 
remember if I fall, it is my laſt and 
| moſt earneſt requeſt that you ſuffer 
Sir William to eſcape, and ſhould 


my mother blame you for it, tell her 


it 
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it was my dying wiſh. I have pro- 
voked my own fate by the raſhneſs I 
have been guilty of, and have perhaps 
deferved puniſhment for injuring the 
happineſs, the fame, though- not the 
honour, of the moſt unfortunate and 
moſt amiable of her ſex. And now, 
Sir William, before we fire, liſten to 
me one moment. I am perhaps on 
the verge of eternity, and would not 
for worlds utter a deliberate falſhood ; 
believe me therefore when I aſſure 
you, Lady Egerton knew not of my 
viſit till I entered her apartment: ſhe 
inſiſted on my quitting her immedi- 
ately, which I promiſed if ſhe would 
hear my vindication, and receive my 
laſt farewell; for I intended going 
abroad directly on leaving Elmſthorpe; 
thus I compelled her attention, and 
before five minutes were elapſed, your 
arrival put an end to our conver- 
ſation,” 

« Then 


n n N RÄ 


cc Then pray, fir, (returned Sir Wil- 
liam, with an air of inſolent incredulity) 
where were you from the time you 
quitted the ball room, which if J re- 
collect right was long before my pre- 
ſence interrupted you; and how came 
Lady Egerton, if unconſcious of your 
intention, to admit you and be denied 
to every one elſe?” © After what I 
have fo ſolemnly aſſerted, Sir William, 
(replied Mr. Liſburne, haughtily), I 


ſhould ſcarcely deign an anſwer to 


your queſtions, did not the reputation 
of an innocent woman perhaps depend 
on it. Then know, fir, I went from 
the ball to the George, where I wrote 
2 letter to her; but not expreſſing 
ſufficiently in that the remorſe of my 
ſoul, I determined if poſſible to ſee 
her. The porter and footman both 
refuſed me admittance, and they can 
teſtify the hour, nay the minute that 
I came. A bribe prevailed on them 
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to permit me to paſs, and I once 


more condeſcend to repeat, that I had 
not been five minutes in Lady Eger- 


ton's dreſſing- room when you return 


« We are waſting the time, (ſaid 


the Baronet, without appearing to hear 
his laſt ſpeech) ; fire, fir.” Mr. Liſ- 


burne complied, but his hand was fo 
unſteady from the reſentment he felt, 
and his agitation, that he only grazed 
Sir William's ſhoulder. Sir William 


took a ſurer aim; the ball entered Mr. 


Liſburne's temple, and .he dropped in- 
ſtantly dead. Mr. Wilmot then reſentfully 
addreſſed Sir William : You are free, 


fir, at preſent ; the requeſt of my de- 


parted friend obliges me not to de- 
tain you, but it does not bind his | 
relations, and if juſtice purſues you, 


the unremitted cruelty with which you 


have ſought his life, will make. me 


an unfavourable witneſs on your trial, 
e i. 


* u 00, 8 © 


if your ſtay in England ſhould per- 
mit your adverſaries to bring you to 


one. He then had the corpſe removed, 
whilſt Sir William attended by Mr. 


Barrington returned to Elmſthorpe. 
There Mr. Millar waited for them, to 
whom he conſigned the management 


of his affairs, and tearing Lady Eger- 


ton from Honoria, placed her in the 
chariot in a ſtate. of inſenſibility, into 
which ſhe fell when ſhe heard of his 


return, from the certainty of Liſburne's | 


death, and the dread ſhe felt of his 
treatment when abſent from all her 
friends, and from her native coun- 


try. 


Honoria, whoſe ſenſibility had been 
deeply wounded by her diſtreſs, ſaw 
her depart with a flood of tears; but 
her grief was ſoon interrupted by the 


entrance of Mr. Millar, who. apolo- : 


gizing for his intruſion, ſaid he was 
Yor. H. 6 ordered 
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ordered by Sir William to lee her 


leave the houſe that very day, and 
therefore begged her to prepare for 


her journey, and pardon him for the 


liberty he took in mentioning it. She 


replied it was her intention, and ſhe 
ſould certainly loſe no time but haſ- 
ten to quit a ſpot, where ſhe had wit- 


neſſed ſo much cruelty, and had been 


treated with ſo much injuſtice. Her 
preparations were ſoon made, and ſend- 


ing for a poſt-chaiſe from 8 


ternoon, but went a little out of the 


way to give her two favourites, Hen- 


ry and Sophia, a token of her affec- 
tion. She ſtaid an hour at the parſo- 


nage, and then drove to the George 
at S——, where ſhe beſpoke a bed 


and a place in the diligence, which 
was to ſet out for London the next 
morning. | 


= 


= 


ſhe left Elmſthorpe early in the af- 
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It was ſome addition to her embar- 


raſſment that ſhe knew not where to 
direct to Miſs Onſlow, as her laſt 
letter was from Paris, but it informed 
her that ſhe was going to the South of 
France with the Aſhbourns, and would 
write again when they were ſettled, 

2 
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CHAT xv. 


A T three o'clock the next morning | 


our fair heroine was informed the di- 
ligence was ready: ſhe entered it agi- 


tated by the variety of emotions, that 
the events of the day before had raiſed 


in her boſom ; but reſentment to Sir Wil- 


liam, and pity for Lady Egerton, were 


at length wholly abſorbed in the painful 
idea of her own friendleſs and unpro- 


tected ſituation. Thrown once more 
on an unpitying world, without a 
friend to whom her welfare was dear, 


but 


„ n r &;, Ws 


but 40 Euſtace and Miſs Onſlow, 
and thoſe friends too far diſtant to 
adviſe her reſpecting her future 
ſchemes, or ſtand forth in defence of 
her character, which ſhe doubted nor 
but Sir William would cruelly aſperſe. 
At length, after a variety of plans, ſhe 
determined for the preſent to take an 
apartment at Mrs, Gibbons's, and 
there look out for ſome ſituation, or 
wait for letters from Lady Euſtace. 


There was no other paſſenger in 
the diligence, but an elderly gentle- 
man, whoſe drowſineſs and natural 
taciturnity, prevented him from inter- 
rupting the train of reflections into 
which ſhe fell, as ſhe loſt fight of 
thoſe ſcenes, where ſhe had witneſſed 
afflictions, which had for ſome time 
obliterated from her mind the painful 
recollection of her own. 
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They had travelled near ſixty miles, 
in a ſilence only broken by an occa- 
final remark on the weather or the 
_ duſt, or an apology from the gen- 
tleman for deranging the lady's hat, 
when by the jolting of + the car- 
riage, or from his inclination to ſleep, 
he ſtruck his head againſt her's ; when 
her reverie was ſuddenly put an end 
to by an accident, not only diſagree- 
able but dangerous; one of the wheels 
going over a bank, the carriage im- 
mediately overturned, The old gen- 
tleman was bruiſed by the fall, but 
- Honoria received ſo violent a_ blow 
on her arm, that ſhe rightly conjec- 
tured it was broken, Some labour- 
ers in a field by the road came 
directly to their affiſtance, and con- 
ducted the paſſengers to a ſmall pub- 
The houſe not far diſtant, from 
whence after a ſhort time, the dili- 
gence proceeded to London ; but the 

pain 
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pain 1n Honoria' s arm encreaſed ſo 


rapidly, ſhe could not purſue her 
journey, The woman of the houſe 
put her to bed, and ſent for a fur- 
geon, who ſet her arm and declared 
her in no danger, if a fever did not 
enſue, to prevent which he begged 
her to keep as quiet as poſſible, and 
by no means think of travelling till 
ſhe had his permiſſion. With this in- 
1 junction he left her, but not to repoſe; 
a thouſand diſtracting thoughts kept 
her the whole night from ſleeping. 
A few hours before, ſhe had imagined 
her ſorrows incapable of aggravation, 
but this accident fatally convinced 
her of the contrary, as ſhe now ex- 
perienced every miſery that violent 
bodily pain and the deepeſt uneaſineſs 
of mind can inflict. 


Mr. Williams, the Surgeon, was a 
man of ſome ſkill and great humani- 
G4 ty; 
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ty; but from living entirely in the 
country, he had none of thoſe finer 
feelings which often diſtinguiſh thoſe, who 
mix in more general and higher cir- 
cles. Unaccuſtomed to elegance, he 
regarded our heroine in no other light 
than he would have done a farmer's 
daughter in the ſame ſituation ; he 
could not fee that ſhe was of a ſuperior 
order of beings to thoſe with whom 
he uſually converſed; and in thele 
terms mentioned her the next day, when 
he viſited Southern Lodge, to the amia- 
ble miſtreſs of the manſion, whoſe pity 
being excited by his account, ſhe ordered 
her carriage, intending to call on the 
unfortunate paſſenger immediately, and 
as ſhe thought her ſituation muſt be 
very uncomfortable, offer her all the 
aſſiſtance in her power. 


Miſs Melmoth was at this period 
* turned of thirty; ſhe had 
been 


nf RO Fo 


been beautiful, and might {till have 
been called angelic, 


Could poets or could painters fix, 
How angels " at thirty-ſix: 


Show cada was elevated, yet 
truly feminine ; her benevolence univer- 
-and her power to do good almoſt as 
unbounded as her will; as ſhe poſſeſt 
a very large eſtate, the annual produce 
of which ſhe conſtantly ſpent, princi- 
pally in deeds of charity; as ſhe fre- 
quented no public places, and lived 
entirely at the lodge, where ſhe kept 
an hoſpitable but not a profuſe table, 
and dreſt in a manner FOR _ 
and elegant. 


To a ſpirit like her's, active always 


in the relief of diſtreſs in whatever 


ſhape it appeared, Mr. Williams's tale 


gave an anxious emotion to viſit his 


„ patient; 
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patient; though he only deſcribed her 


as a pretty young woman confined by 


an unlucky accident to a wretched ha- 
| bitation; and from having always been 
in high life, and accuſtomed to the 
firſt ſtyle of company, ſhe fancied a 
paſſenger in a public conveyance of 


any kind, muſt be a perſon of inferior 
birth and unformed manners. Impreſ- 


fed with this idea, when her chariot 
ſtopped at the Swan, ſhe ordered her 
ſervant to aſk for the young woman 
- who had. been left by the ſtage coach 


the evening before. Honoria heard this 


enquiry, and wounded pride and mo- 


mentary reſentment dyed her cheeks 
with the deepeſt crimſon ; but an in- 
ſtant's recollection convinced her of | 
her folly, and ſhe defired Miſs Mel- | 
moth might be admitted. But what 
words can expreſs the aſtoniſhment of 
that lady, when inſtead of an auk- 
ward 1 ein ſhe beheld a young 
creature 


nw O'8- 27 008 


creature who was beauty itſelf ; whoſe 
voice was harmony, and whoſe native 


elegance could not be diſguiſed by her 


diſhabille! She heſitated, apologized 
for her intruſion, —< 1 was informed, 
madam, (faid ſhe) of. your accident 
by Mr. Williams, and the certainty 
that your ſituation here muſt be as un- 
Pleaſant, as a removal to any diſtance 
would be dangerous, prompted me to 
wait on you, and permit me to reqaeſt 
you will accept an apartment at South- 
ern Lodge, till you can lately \ conti- 
nue your Py" 


The ns ppi of Honoria, which 
at Miſs Melmoth's entrance gave her 
boſom ſuch painful ſenſations, ſubſided 
by degrees during her whole ſpeech; 
but at the concluſion, ſurprize and gra- 
titude ſo entirely overcame her, ſhe 
burſt into tears, which her attentive vi- 
fitor, who thought them only the ef- 
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fect of a lowneſs of ſpirits, not un- 


natural in her ſituation, would take no 
notice of, but added with a moſt bene- 
volent ſmile, „ Will you not think 
me too impertinent, madam, if I beg 
to ſupply the loſs of your arm by writ- 


ing to your friends, and relieving the 


uneaſineſs they are undoubtedly in for 
your ſafety ?” Honoria ſtarted, and 
ſtriking her hand on her forehead ago- 
nized almoſt to madneſs, exclaimed, 


„Oh, I have no friends, no relations, | 
nor is there at this moment one per- 


ſon in England, to whom the life or 


death of the wretched Honoria a 


the lat conſequence.” 


7 Though cheſe b and the action 
which accompanied them, excited the 
greateſt aſtoniſhment in Miſs Melmoth, 
it abated not her kindneſs nor altered 
her intention. The prepoſſeſſion ſhe 


had at firſt fight felt for her, was ra- 


| ther 


ay -- 040: e 
cher encreaſed than leſſened by the 
knowledge of her - misfortunes. She 
ſoothed the fair mourner with the moſt 
affectionate expreſſions, and promiſes 


of protection and aſſiſtance, and re- 


peated her entreaties with ſo much 
, — that Honoria, who grew 
more compoſed, at laſt conſented to 
return with her to the lodge. 


During their little journey, Miſs 


Melmoth with a delicate attention 
avoided every ſubject which might re- 
call thoſe painful ideas, that had fo 
lately agitated her lovely gueſt; but 
as they paſſed a ſmall cottage in a 
retired and romantic ſituation; Hono- 
ria wrung her hand, and exclaimed, 


« If I was but the miſtreſs of that lit- 


tle hut, where I might paſs - my days 
in ſolitude, how comparatively happy 
ſhould I be! In the filence of that 


wen I ſhould boſe the ſenſe of my 


misfor- 
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misfortunes, and a total ſecluſion from 


the world would perhaps reſtore peace 
to my wounded mind. Oh beware 
(ſaid Miſs Melmoth with a deep ſigh) 
of indulging an idea that may be de- 
ſtructive to your reaſon. I have my- 
ſelf too fatally experienced, how in- 
efficacious are ſolitude and reflection, 
to the reſtoration of content: they on- 
ly augment thoſe ſorrows they appear 
to ſoothe. When you are better I 
will relate the ſhort but melancholy 
hiſtory of my life, which will I hope 
convince you of the truth of my aſ- 
ſertion. N 


When they arrived at the ws, 
Miſs Melmoth ordered an apartment 
to be got ready, and whilſt it was 
preparing, turned the converſation on 
the moſt indifferent topics, for anxious 
as ſhe was to know more of her gueſt, 
ſhe ſaw plainly her ſpirits were too 
much 


E n ⏑ v $56 


much agitated, to begin that evening 
a recital of events, the mere recol- 
lection of which had . her ſuch 
painful emotions. 


During this interval, our heroine 


had leiſure to contemplate the coun- 
tenance of her amiable benefactreſs; 
it was ſtrongly marked with ſenſe and 
humanity, though early affliction had 


robbed it of thoſe graces, time would 


have ſpared many years: it had de- 
ſtroyed her bloom, and faded a com- 
plection once the fineſt in the world, 
but her cheeks would ſtill glow with 
compaſſion for the injured, or reſent- 
ment to the oppreſſor of innocence: 
her once poliſhed brow was clouded, 
but not contracted with anxiety it was 


the ſeat of mild reſignation. Grief 
had impaired but not extinguiſhed 
the luſtre of her eyes; they often ſpark- 


led when her boſom was animated 


with 
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with the only delight it was now capa- 
ble of feeling, chat of giving happi- 
neſs t to others. 


41 
| 
| 


| Aﬀeer a few days reſidence with this 
charming woman, Honoria grew con- 
ſiderably better; ſhe related to her 
every circumſtance of her life, and 
gratefully received a promiſe of ſupport 
and protection till the arrival of her 
friend, Lady Euſtace. Her mind thus 
relieved from half its cares, became 
inſenſibly more tranquil; and ſhe lived 
in a ſtate of ſerenity ſhe had not 
known ſince Mrs. Forteſcue's death, 
but the idea of Colonel Effingham 
would ſtill obtrude on her imagination, 
and embitter every comfort. 
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One * as they were walking in 
the park, Honoria was unuſually pen- 
five: when Miſs. Melmoth, who well 
| knew the cauſe of her lorrow, aid, 1 


wòill | 


JT 


will now, my dear Miſs Wentworth, 
fulfil the promiſe I have long made 
von, and relate the unhappy events 
which have changed a diſpoſition naturally 
lively, and diſpoſed to give and receive 
pleaſure, into a melancholy if not a gloomy 
one: and perhaps you may learn from 
my example, not to grieve too much 
for unavoidable evils, but ſubmit with 
meek and pious reſignation to the All- 
wiſe decrees of Providence. I loſt my 
mother before I could be ſenſible of 
her worth, but her loſs was rendered 
of leſs conſequence to me, by the at- 
tention of an indulgent father, and 
the care of an excellent aunt, who 
inſtilled into my mind thoſe princi- 
ples which I hope will ever be the 
guide of my life. She died when I 
was juſt eighteen, and I lamented her 


as a parent: had any one told me at 
that time how much heavier aMlic- 
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tions 1 was to ſuffer, I ſhould have 
thought it impoſſible. | | 


© Whilſt we were in mourning for her, 
my father to amuſe my mind took me 
to Brighthelmſtone, hoping the change of 
ſcene would have the effect he wiſhed. 
It was here I renewed an acquaint- 
ance begun in my earlieſt years, with 
a gentleman whoſe father lived near 
us, but being ſent abroad in a public 
capacity, he took his whole family with 
him, when Orlando was only nine years 
old, and we had never ſeen each other 
ſince: we at firſt converſed with all 
the formality of ſtrangers, and there 
was a reſerve and even coldneſs in 
Mr. Brudenel's manner, which I 
thought inconſiſtent with the intimacy 
that had ſubſiſted between our fami- 
lies, and the affection with which in 
childhood we had regarded each other. 
This by degrees wore off, and before 


ve 


1 inte vir a 


we left Brighthelmſtone I eſteemed him 


as a brother, but he, as I afterwards 
found, returned my friendſhip with 
more tenderneſs than I at that time 
had any idea of. I cannot dwell any 
longer on this period, the happieſt of 
my life. The Brudenel family return- 
ed to our neighbourhood ; Orlando was 


_ conſtantly with me, and for two years 
our affection increaſed every day. Our 
parents had projected an union, and 


wich joy beheld our inclinations in uni- 


fon with their own, Every thing was 
prepared for our marriage, which was 
to be ſolemnized in ſix weeks; when 


I fatally requeſted my father that the 


Intermediate time might be ſpent at 
Brighthelmſtone, for which place I 
had a ſtrong partiality, from the recol- 


lection it was there I firſt made an 
impreſſion on the heart of my beloved 


Orlando. My father, unaccuſtomed to 


deny, unKoetunately aſſented to my 
wiſhes, 
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wiſhes, and in an evil hour we {et 
Out. | | 


0 Every day was devoted to ſome 


amuſement, but water parties princi- 


pally engaged our time. The week 


before that fixed on for our return, 
the weather had obliged us to put 


off from day to day a ſcheme, from 
which we expected particular pleaſure. 


Full of ſpirits and a ftranger to ca- 


lamity, I conſidered the rod of adver- 
ſity as far from me, and ſcarcely thought 
there was a- poſſibility that my hopes 


of happineſs ſhould be blaſted. 


e From the repeated diſappointments I 
became more anxious that our plan fo 
long projected ſhould take place, and 
the morning before our intended jour- 
ney, though the ſky was ſtill unfavor- 
able, prevailed on my father and Or- 
lando, who was ever ſolicitous to 
bobblige 


. ie e 


oblige and amuſe me, to collect the 


party, many of -whom refuſed from ap- 
prehenſions of the weather, and only 
two ladies beſides Mrs. Brudenel join- 
ed us. We failed ſeveral miles from 


the ſhore in an open boat, and on 


our return, went on board a large 


veſſel, where every refreſnment was 


prepared for us. The converſation was 


particularly chearful, and we were hard- 


ly ſenſible how the moments flew, till 
the approach of evening warned us 
to leave the ſhip; which we were the 
more anxious to do, as the clouds ga- 
thered, the wind roſe conſiderably, and 
there was every appearance of an ap- 
proaching ſtorm. Though we took a 
haſty leave of our hoſpitable entertain- 
ers, yet in that ſhort time, the wind 
encreaſed ſo much, that we were all 
a little alarmed ; but the ſailors and 
gentlemen aſſuring us there was no 
danger, if the fail was taken down, 

we 
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we prepared to deſcend. This occa- 
ſioned a ſtill farther delay, but ſome 
of the party were ſoon ſeated in the 
boat; Orlando ſtood at the edge to re- 
ceive me, when juſt as I was ſtepping 
down, it toſſed ſo violently, my foot 
is the fea. + 


« It was many, many days, before 1 
was ſenſible of what had paſſed during 
that dreadful period, and yet I awoke 
too ſoon to the knowledge of miſery, KF *« 
I ſcarcely recovered from one fit of 
delirium, when the horror which the 
recollection of the truth brought on 
me, threw me into another. They 
grew indeed weaker and weaker, but 
the ſeat of reaſon was ſhaken, and 
will not I fear ever'——ſhe ſtopped, 
looked wildly around her, and put 
her hand to her forchead,— 
Honoria was dreadfully frightened ; they =. 
were at a great diſtance from the F 5 

| houſe, | | | 
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houſe, and ks alſo looked round with 
the hope of 5 Won: perſon 
near them, but creature 
was within fight. "han Melmoth 
walked unuſually quick, and Honoria 
followed with trembling ſteps and a 
beating heart. They ſoon came to 
a ſeat where ſhe threw herſelf down, 
and burſt into a flood of tears, which 
equally relieved the agitation of the 
one, and the apprehenſions of the 
other. 


When a little recovered, ſhe took 
her pale friend affectionately by the 
hand, Forgive me, my dear Miſs 
Wentworth, for thus alarming you, 
but I could not at that mo- 
ment command my emotions. I am 
now more. compoſed, and will con- 
clude. my melancholy ſtory; do not 
oppoſe me, (obſerving Honoria was 
going to _— her to defer it till 

another 
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another time); I am much better, and 
believe me it will do me leſs injury to 
go on now, than to begin the ſubje& 
again, and I will not dwell on thoſe par- 
ticulars which pain me the moſt, It is 
enough to ſay, Orlando plunged imme- 
dately into the water hoping to ſave 
my life, but his own fell a ſacrifice. 
I ought to be thankful to thoſe who 
preſerved it, though I have a thouſand 
times ungratefully wiſhed I had re- 
ſigned my breath at the ſame mo- 
ment with my ever regretted and be- 
loved Orlando. My father and Mrs. 


Brudenel watched my flow recovery | 


with anxious care, and when I could 
bear the journey, removed me from a 
place where every ſcene renewed the 
memory of my loſs. They took me 
_ firſt to London, and when my health 
was re-eſtabliſhed, we ſet out for 
France and Italy; where they hoped the 
variety 1 muſt neceſſarily meet with, 

1 would 
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would by degrees remove the ſtupor 


that ſeemed wholly to abſorb my fa- 


culties: but their deſigns were fruſtrated, 
and their expectations diſappointed. I 
was entirely penſive, objected to none 
of their plans, but obſtinately reſolved 


to indulge my grief and refuſe all con- 


ſolation, and thus repaid with unkind- 
neſs and ingratitude, Mrs. Brudenel's 


attention, who left England with the 
hope of ſoothing that affliction in me, 
ſhe too deeply felt herſelf. 


« After ſome months ſtay France, 


my father finding neither change of air 
or ſcene had any effect on my ſpirits, 
determined to return to England; and 


hoping to remove that inſenſibility which 


ſo particularly alarmed him, carried 
ſhire. This 


me to his ſeat in B 
had all the effect he expected; my 


grief became frantic, when I viewed 


thoſe ſcenes of early happineſs: not a 
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tree or - cottage could I paſs, without 
recalling to my mind all the miſery 
I had experienced ſince I laſt beheld 
them, The violence of my emotions at 

length gave way to a more compoſed 
ſorrow, and I ſpoke and ated more 
rationally than I had done ſince the 
fatal event. He now thought my cure 
compleated, and we ſoon after left 
Weſtwood, and returned to London 
for the winter. There my friends in- 
judiciouſly joined with him in perſua- 
ding me to frequent the public amuſe- 
ments: I complied unwillingly with 
their ſolicitations, but company and 
_ diverſions, far from affording me the re- 
Hef they expected, only diſguſted me, and 
confirmed my reſolution of retiring 
from the world if ever I had it in 
my power. 


. 7 The ſpring following my dear fa- 
ther was alſo taken from me, and 1 
| not 


nn 


not only endured the grief every duti- 
ful and affectionate child muſt feel at 
ſuch an event, but I had the additie- 
nal misfortune of reflecting that I had 
probably ſhortened his days, by the un- 
reaſonable indulgence of my melancholy, 
which neither time nor the kindeſt 
attentions I had received from my 
friends could ſubdue. Mrs. Brudenel 
was then gone abroad with her huſ- 
band, where ſhe ftill remains; and 1 
was more firmly than ever reſolved 
upon retirement; and in oppoſition 
to all entreaties, ſome weeks after my 
father's death, I left London with only 
two ſervants, and went into North 
Wales. I fixed on the moſt retired 
and romantic - ſituation I could meet 
with, and took a ſmall houſe very 
diſtant from any large town or high 
road: it was at the 1550 of a moun- 
tain, and almoſt encloſed by a thick 
wood ; a narrow river ran by the 
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garden, which at ſome diſtance falling 


down a rock, formed a natural caſcade ; 
a rugged feat was cut out of the 


rock, ſhaded by ſome lofty trees. It 


was here liſtening to the water fall, 
and the cawing of a diſtant rook- 
ery, I ſpent my melancholy hours, 


and ſometimes climbed the mountain, 


which commanded a fine and exten- 
ſive view of the ocean. 


In theſe ſolitary rambles I conſtant- 
ly devoted my thoughts to the recol- 


lection of my paſt happineſs and pre- 
ſent miſery ; indulged myſelf in ideal 
converſations with Orlando, till my 
wild and difordered imagination almoſt 
fancied him preſent | at my fide. 


<« In this manner I ſpent the remain- 
der of . the ſummer, nor did the au- 
tumnal ſtorms prevent me from daily 


viſiting the ſeat, or climbing the 


mountain 5 


A. 


®4 


r a 
mountain; and the enthuſiaſtic ideas 
that conſtantly accompanied me in 
theſe excurſions were now ſucceeded 
by fits of ſtupor which were ſo vio- 
lent, that my ſervants ſometimes 
found me almoſt infenſible, and wet 


with the heavy rains that often fell 


whilſt I ſat totally inanimate, and un- 
conſcious of my ſituation. Alarmed 
at the frequency of my reveries, and 
the wildneſs of my behaviour, my 
own maid, Fanny, who had lived with 
me many years, and was tenderly at- 
tached to me, wrote privately to my 
friend, Lady Pelham, and begged. her 
to come, and if poſſible draw me from- 
a ſpot, where the unlimited indul- 
gence of my grief would, ſhe feared, 
prove fatal to my reaſon, 


<« Lady Pelham flew to me with all the 
ardor of friendſhip upon receiving this 
account, and her judicious arguments 
3j 5 
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at length convinced me of the danger 
as well as impropriety of what I cal- 
led ſoothing my melancholy, which in 
reality only heightened my affliction. 
She prevailed on me to leave Wales 
for ever, and accompany her for a 
time to her houſe in Huntingdonſhire, 
where ſhe promiſed I ſhould live as 1 
pleaſed. Under her hoſpitable roof I 
became what you now ſee me; my 
unbounded grief by degrees gave way 
to her kind attentions; ſhe ſpent the 
whole winter in the country to inure 
me to ſociety, for at firſt I flew from 
every ſtranger as I would from a 
beaſt of prey. She indulged all MF 
my fancies, and humoured me like a | 
child, till at length I exerted myſelf 
to return her kindneſs, and convinced 
that ſhe ſecluded herſelf from compa- 
ny on my account, obliged myſelf to 
attend her on her viſits, and ſee her 
company at home. This at firſt was 
extremely 


SS ST ee vir 5 mm 


extremely irkſome to me, but I was 
ſoon convinced that even when moſt 
fatigued with the inſipidity of common 
converſation, I was at leaſt prevented 
from attending ſo entirely to my own 
diſtreſs, as I had been for ſome time 
accuſtomed to. During the time I ſtaid 
with this kind, attentive friend, I became 


daily more and more tranquil ; and 


after a variety of ſchemes for my fu- 
ture life, ſhe perſuaded me to pur- 
chaſe this houſe and park, aſſiſted me 
with her advice in a few alterations, and 


remained with me till I was entirely re- 


conciled to my new ſituation. She 
viſits me every year, and I now ex- 
pect her very ſoon. It will give me 
great pleaſure, my dear girl, to intro- 


duce you to her, and ſhe will, from 


mixing ſo much in the world, be a 
more agreeable companion, than from 
my recluſe way of life I poſſibly can.“ 
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 Honoria thanked Miſs Melmoth 


for the confidence ſhe had placed in 


her, and owned the juſtnefs of her argu- 
ments, and promiſed to be guided by 
them; but reproved her for ſuppoſing 
Lady Pelham could add to the hap- 


pineſs ſhe enjoyed in her company. 


Several weeks glided away in this 


tranquil manner; Miſs Melmoth's viſi- 
tors were few, but generally agreeable, 


and the ſociety ſhe here met with, 
was more to our heroine's taſte, than 
any ſhe had been engaged in kt 


her arrival in England, 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XIX. 


„ e Lobo was five miles diſ- 
tant from Ware, and in a moſt beauti- 
ful ſituation: the variety of charming 
ſpots every way round it, often tempt- 
ed Miſs Melmoth and Honoria, who 
had now perfectly recovered from her 
accident, to ride on horſeback, and as 
the ſpring was uncommonly fine, and 
they were both excellent horſe-women, 
a day ſeldom paſſed without their taking 
this ſalutary and delightful exerciſe. 
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One morning as they were juſt ſet- 


ting out, a young lady rode up to 
the houſe to pay them a viſit ; who 


hearing their intention, would not de- 
tain them, but offered to join their 
party; they gladly accepted her pro- 
poſal, and ſet out. Returning, they 
paſſed by a very good and .elegant 
houſe, delightfully ſituated in a ſpa- 
cious park, and commanding a charming 
proſpect, but the grounds appearing 
rude and uncultivated, as if its owner 
neglected them. © Who does this 
place belong to? (ſaid Honoria) I 
have often obſerved and regretted its 


uncultivated and deſerted ſtate.” The 


family, (returned Miſs Melmoth) are 
abroad, and not in a fituation to be- 


ow much money on repairs. I hear 


it is to be fold, and wiſh ſome agree- 
able perſon would buy it, as the diſ- 
tance from Southern Lodge is ſo tri- 
fling, 


4 n U 


fling, I could here have an excellent 
neighbour.” * Bleſs me, (cried Miſs 
Wallace) how could I be ſo ſtupid as 
not to tell you the news? I know 
you will be glad to hear it, and you 
may depend upon its being true, for I 
had it from the very beſt authority. 
Mr. Williams called to fee my grand- 


mother yeſterday ; you know his bro- 


ther is an attorney who tranſacts bu- 


ſineſs for the Aſhbury's, and he aſ- 


ſured me Aſhbury Park was bought 
by Sir Charles Mortimer, for the gen- 
tleman who is juſt going to be mar- 
ried to his ſiſter, but whoſe name 1 
have forgot. It was ſomething of Ef 
---Ef, I cannot remember what though, 
I declare; and he added, Sir Charles 
had been, nay. perhaps is ſtill here, 
giving orders for alterations and re- 
pairs,” | 
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Honoria's diſtreſs and confuſion at 
this ſpeech can better be imagined 
than deſcribed; yet what ſhe then 
felt was nothing to her ſenſations 

when Miſs Wallace exclaimed, „Oh, 
I dare Tay that is Sir Charles coming 
from the houſe; look, Miſs Went- 
' worth !”---She did look, and ſaw not 
the Baronet, but Colonel Effingham him- 
ſelf ; her heart beat violently and ſhe 
turned pale; fortunately this was not 
obſerved by her companions, who 
were wholly though differently en- 
groſſed, one by the beau, the other 
by the houſe. She was immediately 
ſenſible he muſt paſs them, and not 
feeling any degree of ſhame at her 
appearance, did not ſo much wiſh to 
avoid him, as when ſhe was only Miſs 
Mortimer's attendant; and her anxiety 
was accompanied by ſome curioſity to 
know. in what manner he would ad- 
' dreſs her, whether with any marks of 
- his 


„ n r 425 46:1; - ab 


his former attachment, or any conſciouſ- 
neſs of his own infidelity, Surprized 
ſhe was certain he would be, and ſhe 
paſſed the few minutes before they met, 
in preparing her mind for the inter- 


view, and exulted in the idea of re- 
ceiving him with as much apparent 


indifference and unconcern, as he him- 
ſelf could poſſibly aſſume: But how 
was ſhe ſhocked and aſtoniſned when 
he came near! he ſtarted on diſcover- 
ing her to be among the party, which 
at a diſtance had attracted his notice, 
coloured exceſſively, but paſſed them 
as an entire ſtranger, only making a 
flight bow as he walked by. 


Honoria, who was prepared for any 
behaviour but negle&, could not ſup- 
port this; ſhe vainly endeavoured to 
conquer it, but after a few minutes 
ineffectual ſtruggle, fell from her horſe 

quite inſenſible, The creature ſhe rode 
| happen» 


—— 
— 
— — 2 


WS 


DS 


=" = "I 
RS => ES 


— 
—” 


— 
* — —— 
A — 

— 


—ͤ—ñ—ÿG — 


— - 
— - — 


> 


_ — — 2 __ Do — = —_ 
— ax r oi 2 - 
>, =” d 
—— ——— 
EY — 
> — * 


þ 
+ 
I * 
0 
| 
i 
1 


- 
r „ 
ry n 
* * 


an 


8 N 3 r 
| \ = * " _— 
. \ = — 2 N - — 
__ —_ 2 
—— —— — — 1 _ Py 
6 — 
8 1 


3333 
—— — —ͤä—ũ—w—äů—— — — 
—— — 


8 — 


n 
bo _ - — — "ol - _—_ 
1 = _ __ * 
— * . 4 N Z 4 * 
—̃ 7 * ꝰ 2 — — —⅜ 
W 


. — . % 


22 
4 p Co — 
. _ » r amg — „ — o — 2 mm _ r — 
K * * * 8 þ 2 = 2 8 A 
- * * 5 — - , Þ — pe — OE — s N 
. „ —_—— * 2 * . — De — 2 ” p < w 
— —_ Cs 3 — 


— — mug 
2 ” 
— , — 


2 83 93 — 
32 
+ — . —— — 
HH; — 


— DD 


2 — 


happening to be very gentle, ſtopped 
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inſtantly, ſo that ſhe received no other 


injury, than that the fall on the road 


could occaſion. The ſcreams of the 
other ladies recalled the Colonel, who 


could not conſiſtently with common 
politeneſs refuſe his aſſiſtance; he car- 


ried her in his arms to a neighbour- 
ing farm houſe, where hartſhorn, burnt 


feathers, and various other remedies 
were tried without the leaſt effect. 


Miſs Melmoth was extremely alarmed, 
and he appeared to join in her unea- 
ſineſs, but at laſt obſerving ſome ſymp- 


toms of returning life, and Miſs Mel- 
moth expreſſing a wiſh for her carriage, 


he offered to ſend his ſervant for it, 
as her's was diſpatched for Mr. Wil- 


- hams. She accepted his offer, and he 
immediately left the houſe; the car- |} 
riage ſoon arrived, but the Colonel re- 
turned no more. 


Honoria 


Pri reer au a 


n 1 ſ 
Honoria was lifted into it vithout 
having in the leaſt recovered her rea- 
ſon or recollection; ſhe once or twice 
opened her eyes, but cloſed them 
again inſtantly. Her kind friend was 
greatly terrified, and feared the fall had 
hurt her ſenſes. Mr. Williams how- 


ever arriving at the lodge ſoon after 


them, blooded her, and this gave her 
more relief; ſhe knew Miſs Melmoth, 


and gratefully preſſed her hand, but 


could nor yet ſpeak. She was imme⸗ 
diately put to bed, and Miſs Wallace 
took leave; but before night the ſur- 
geon pronounced her in a high fever, 
and begged to have further advice. 
A phyſician was directly ſent for, who 
greatly to Miſs Melmoth's ſatisfaction, 
declared ſhe was in no danger; that 


the fever proceeded not from the fall, 


but ſome inward agitation of mind: 
the event proved him right, ſhe grew 
better in a few days, and Miſs Me!- 


moth 
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160 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 
moth had the infinite happineſs of 
ſeeing her tender cares rewarded with 
ſucceſs. 8 


One morning ſhe was ſitting by her 
bed ſide, when Mr. Williams entered, 
and fancying Honoria aſleep, ſat down 
by her and began a converſation in a 
whiſper : © What an unfortunate young 
creature is this, (ſaid he) to meet with 
two ſuch accidents in ſo ſhort a time ! 
But do you know, continued he, what 
an odd thing has happened? Twice 
every day ſince ſhe has been ill, I 
have had a country fellow come to 

my houſe to know how the young lady 
was at Southern Lodge; he never en- 
quired for her by name, nor could 1 
make him tell me who he came from; 
and I find he has been once or twice 
at Dr. Corbett's to know his opinion.“ 


6 Tig 


FVV 


e Tis very ſtrange, indeed, (replied 
Miſs Melmoth) but whoever he is, he 
has been kinder than the gentleman 
we met at Aſhbury Park, for though 
he ſaw our diſtreſs, and how alarm- 
ingly ill ſhe was, he has never had 
the politeneſs to enquire for her ſince.” 


This latter ſpeech Honoria heard; 
ſne was juſt awake, and by exciting 
the moſt painful ſenſations, it contri- 


buted to reſtore her: ſhe burſt into a 


flood of tears which relieved her ex- 
tremely, and ſhe recovered quicker 
from that time. As ſoon as her mind 
was enough compoſed to begin the 
ſubject, ſhe informed Miſs Melmoth 


of all that paſſed, and who the gentle- 


man really was, whoſe negle&t had 
ſurprized her; and added, that grate- 
ful as ſhe was for her offered protec- 
tion, it was at preſent impoſlible for 
her to remain at Southern Lodge, as 

| Colonel 
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162 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 
Colonel Effingham's reſidence at the 
Park would conſtantly impreſs her 
mind with a terror of meeting him, 
and prevent her from regaining that 
tranquillity ſo eſſential to her health. 
Miſs Melmoth endeavoured to per- 
ſuade her at leaſt to ſtay in Hertford- 
ſhire till the repairs at Aſhbury were 
finiſhed, as till then the family could 
not reſide there. © Oh no, (cried 
Honoria haſtily) but he will be often 
there to overlook the workmen, and 
indeed I ſhall be miſerable if I ſtay. 
Do not, dear madam, accuſe me of ingra- 
titude, for believe me, could I by any action 
of my life convince you of the ſincerity 
of my regard, I would ſubmit to any 
evil however painful, except this, which 
would be more than my heart or mind 
could ſuſtain. No, I will, till Lady 
Euſtace returns, continue the way of 
life from which T ſhall at leaſt de- 
rive a ſupport.” Miſs Melmoth then 
bed 
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begged her not to rely on ſuch a pre- 
carious method, but accept her purſe, 


which ſhe might at all times freely 


command, and board in ſome place 
which ſhe might chuſe, in a reſpec- 
table and agreeable family, till the ar- 
rival of her friend. © No, deareſt 
Miſs Melmoth, (replied Honoria) that 
I cannot ſubmit to; as your gueſt, 
had the cruelty of my ſituation per- 
| mitted me to remain ſo, I would not 
have refuſed your kind aſſiſtance, when 
by any attention to you I could in 


the leaſt return it. But compelled to 
leave you, I will again depend on that 


world which I have hitherto found 
better than it is pictured. Think, 
dear madam, of the unprotected Rate 
in which I left Ireland, and then con- 
ſider how many fr 
in this country has/ raiſed me; though 
the peculiarity of\ my ſituation has fo 
often prevented me from receiving 


the 
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164 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


the benefits they would have beſtowed 
on me. Of this you are the higheſt 


inſtance; and I ſhall not be the leſs 


deeply ſenſible of my obligations to 
you, though I am not ſuffered to 
prove the reality of my attachment, 
by devoting myſelf wholly to you, 
and regulating my OP entirely by 
your will.“ 


| Miſs Melmoth, greatly affected at 
this ſpeech, and the energy of her 
manner, would no longer oppoſe her 
inclination; - but finding her reſolute 


and anxious to leave the Lodge the ö 


next day, ordered the carriage to at- 


tend her. At the ſame time wrote 


a letter to Lady Pelham, who had 
been prevented from viſiting Hert- 
fordſhire, recommending her in the 
moſt earneſt terms to her care and 
protection; but mentioning no more 
of her hiſtory than her preſent friend- 

| 7-08 
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leſs ſtate, and requeſting Lady Pelham 
to detain her till ſne could meet with 
an eligible and pleaſant ſituation, which 
ſne doubted not would ſoon offer among 
her Ladyſhip's numerous acquaintance; 
but delicately Hinting, that as ſuch a 
companion muſt in every family be a 
valuable acquiſition, perhaps ſhe might 
wiſh her to continue with herſelf; and 

in that caſe, Miſs Melmoth, added, ſhe 

| ſhould be particularly happy in the re- 

flection of having contributed to the 
comfort of two ſo dear to her, by 

| introducing them to each other. 
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This letter ſhe brought down at tea, 
and giving it to Honoria, deſired ſhe 
would take it to Lady Pelham, to 
whoſe houſe in St. James's-ſtreet the 
coachman had orders to drive her. 
“And do not, dear Honoria, (conti- 
nued this amiable woman) let an over- 
ſtrained delicacy induce you to refuſe 
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the aſylum ſhe will for the preſent 
afford you, and with her I hope you 
will remain till it is your own wiſh 
to quit her; and ſurely if I do not 
judge too partially of her heart and 
manners, that will not be ſoon.” Ho- 


noria thanked her fervently for the 


kind and tender intereſt ſhe took in 


her happineſs, and aſſured her ſhe would 


in every reſpect be guided by her judg- 
ment. They both paſſed a melan- 
choly evening, and parted in the 
morning with the utmoſt regret. Miſs 
Melmoth requeſted Honoria to write 


as often as poſſible, and begged her 


to excuſe her not attending her to town, 
but ſaid ſhe had not yet conquered 
the horror ſhe felt at the idea of en- 
cering it. The chariot then drove 
off, leaving its charming miſtreſs in 
a flood of tears, whilſt Honoria was 
no leſs agitated, 


During 
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8 the few weeks ſhe had re- 


ſded at Southern Lodge, ſhe had ex- 
perienced every happineſs in her 
power to feel, or Miſs Melmoth's to 
beſtow, in whoſe character all that was 
animated and tender united, and con= 
ſpired to render her the moſt agree- 
able companion and the kindeſt friend. 
Honoria could not therefore but re- 
oret, though ſhe did not repine at the 
_ unfortunate concurrence of events, which 


drove her from ſo ſafe, ſo happy, and 
ſo honourable an aſylum ; but rejoiced 


in an aſſurance of her conſtant regard, 
which whilſt ſhe continued to poſſeſs 
and deſerve, would inſure her from 
many of the evils, uſually attending 
on Poverty and ee, 


Theſe reflections filled her mind 'rill 
the carriage ſtopped in St. James's 


ſtreet ; but how great was her ſurprize 
and grief, when the footman knocked 
at 
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163 HONORIA' SOMMERVILLE: 


at Lord Phelham's door, and was in- 


formed by the ſervant, that his Lady 
was that morning gone to Richmond 
for a week or ten days, but that his 
Lord was ſtill in town, though not 
then at home! This intelligence diſ- 
treſſed and perplexed her, and ſhe re- 
gretted her precipitation in leaving 
Southern Lodge, till Lady Pelham had 
received notice of her intended arrival. 
She was at laſt awakened from her re- 
verie, by the footman's aſking her if 
ſhe would not go back into Hertford- 
ſhire? © Oh, no, (anſwered ſhe) drive 
me to Great Marlborough- ſtreet: they 
obeyed her orders, and ſtopped at Mrs. 
Gibbons's, who immediately came out 
to the door. Honoria enquired if ſhe 
had an apartment to let for a week, 
and was firſt anſwered in the negative. 
„ have (faid ſhe) let my firſt floor 
for theſe laſt three months to a gen- 


tleman and lady, but if one bed- 


chamber 
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chamber on the ſecond will ſerve you, 
madam, you may have that, for 1 
have not another to ſpare.” 


Honoria ha" no alternative, as ſhe 
knew not where elſe to go; and or- 
dering her trunks to be brought in, 
agreed to take the vacant apartment 


for a week; and board with Mrs: Gib- 


bons. She then wrote a few lines to 
Miſs Melmoth to acquaint her with 
her diſappointment, and the ſteps ſhe 
had taken in conſequence of it; but 
aſſured her, as ſoon as Lady Pelham 
returned, ſhe would wait on her 
with the letter. This ſhe ſent back by 
the ſervant, and then attended her 
landlady at dinner, who informed her 
the gentleman and lady on her firſt 
floor were very good-natured, agree- 
able people, that Mr. Wilton was in 
ſome publie office and very little at 
home, fo ſhe had aſked Mrs. Wilton 
Vol. II. 1 | to 
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to drink tea with them, as ſhe thought 
ſhe would be a pleaſant companion. 
Honoria thanked her coolly for her 
good intention, but begged ſhe would 
give herſelf no farther trouble, as ſhe 
by no means wiſhed for company ; ſince 
the ill ſtate of her health would in- ; 
duce her to ſpend the greateſt part of 
her time in her own chamber, 


However, not to appear too reſerved, 
ſhe came down to tea, and found Mrs. 
Wilton already arrived. Her appear- 
ance did not prepoſſeſs her in her 
favour ; her manners were affectedly po- 
lite, yet ruſtic almoſt to a degree of 
vulgarity. She talked a vaſt deal about 
the public amuſements, yet confeſſed 
till that winter. ſhe was an entire ſtran- 
ger to them, as ſhe had till her mar- 
riage lived wholly in the country. 
She told our heroine ſhe hoped ſhe 
would pond a good deal of time with 
4 er, 
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her, as Mr. Wilton was very little at 


home. FHonoria bowed and was 
ſtudying for ſome civil. excuſe, when 


a loud rap at the door interrupted her; 
this was followed by the entrance of 
& very elegant man, about three or 
four and forty, who from his addreſs 
ſhe immediately diſcovered to be Mr. 
Wilton. His lady, after expreſſing her ſur- 
prize, as his return was quite unex- 
peed, introduced Miſs Wentworth as 
A young lady who was come to 
lodge in the houſe, and who ſhe 
hoped would favor her with her com- 
pany as often as poſſible. He joined 
in this hope, and coming up took 
her hand in a free manner, and add- 
ed at preſent he ſhould be benefited 
by it, as for the next week the hoh- 
days at his office would permit him 
to · be more at home. This, thought 
Honoria, would be very little induce- 
| TY: _ ©. 
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172 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


ment, even had I any intention of 
accepting theſe civil offers. Dear. 
me, cried Mrs. Wilton, then let us 
go ſome where this evening, and Miſs 
Wentworth will go with us.” He 


immediately aſſented, and ringing the 
bell ordered a hackney coach, before 


Honoria had time to declare againſt join- 
ing their party; her refuſal, however, was 
not attended to; ſhe pleaded ill health; 


they ſaid it was a fine evening, ſhe 
could not catch cold, and amuſement 


would do her good. She ſtill per- 
fiſted in her refuſal, when Mr. Wilton 
going to her and ſeizing both her 
hands, declared poſitively ſhe ſhould 


go. Finding from his freedom it 
was neceſſary for her to aſſume an air 


of greater conſequence, than merely as 


Mrs. Gibbons's boarder ſne had any 


right to; ſhe replied with extreme 


haughtineſs,— *Indeed, fir, I ſhall 


not, 


1 mn ο— wk 


not, and inſtantly, to avoid their 
importunities, left the room, and retir- 
ed to her own chamber, | 


When a little recovered from the agi- 


tation into which this had thrown her, ſhe 
reſolved to be on her guard during 
her ſtay, and aſſociate with them as 
little as poſſible: yet ſhe almoſt bla- 
med herſelf for forming an unfavour- 


able opinion of them, fancying is 


might proceed merely from diſguſt at 
the rudeneſs of their behaviour ; yet 
ſhe could not entirely reconcile ſome 
apparent . contradictions which ſtruck 
her as ſingular. Mrs. Wilton was 
aukward and unformed, though ex- 
tremely beautiful; her huſband had in 
his appearance and manner an air of 
high faſhion, diſtinguiſhable even in 
the few minutes ſhe had ſpent with 
him; and their dreſs and the ſtyle 
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174 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


in which they lived, was highly in- 
conſiſtent with their going into public 
with a woman like Mrs. Gibbons, 
who, tho' decent and creditable, had 
pching of the gentlewoman about her. 


The next . at breakfaſt ſhe 
apologized to Honoria for their preſ- 
fing her ſo much to attend them the 
evening before; but added, I am ſor- 
Ty you did not, for we were vaſtly 
entertained I aſſure you, © Where 
did you go?“ ſaid Honoria, © To 
Aſtley's, (returned ſhe) and coming 
home Mr. Wilton declared he would 
not aſk you to accompany us any 
more, though Jam ſure he would be 
very glad indeed if you would offer.” 1 
endeavoured, replied Honoria coldly, 
to make them undeiſtand that my 
ill health will not permit me to at- 

tend public places.“ 


Nothing 


n ol 


Nothing further paſſed at that time, 
and ſhe ſpent the whole day, except- 
ing at meals, in her chamber, to a- 
void again meeting them: but the 
following, juſt as ſhe had finiſhed din- 
ner, Mr. Wilton entered the room. 
She roſe immediately to retire, but ad- 
vancing with a reſpectful bow, he 
begged her to ſtay till ſhe had heard 
his apology for the ſtrangeneſs of his 
behaviour the firſt evening he had the 
honor of ſeeing her.“ Believe me, 
madam, (added he) I will no more 


attempt to alter your reſolutions of 
and however happy Mrs. 


retirement, 
Wilton would be in your acquaintance, 


ſhe ſhall not again ſolicit it, nor ever in- 


trude on you uninvited.” I ſhould be 
ſorry, fir, (returned Honoria gravely) 
to offend Mrs. Wilton by a reſerve 
which is not natural to me ; but I 


am yet ſcarcely recovered from a vio- 
I 4 lent 


m VEE 


——— —— 


$ — „ 


8 . - 5 
e 
. n > 

1 * — 


176 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


lent fit of illneſs, and conſequently 


unable to join in parties of any kind: 


beſides, my ſtay here will be probably 
but a few days longer, as I only 


Wait the return of a lady from the 


country. Mr. Wilton again bowed 
and withdrew. © Bleſs me, (cried 
Mrs. Gibbons) well to be ſure he is 


- affronted, for I never ſaw him ft 


grave before.” © I ſhould rather ſay fo 
reaſonable or ſo polite, replied Hono- 
ria, for in my opinion he appears to 
a much greater advantage than the 
firſt time I ſaw him.” During the re- 
mainder of the week they never met; 
+ the had only been out to enquire if 
Lady Pelham was returned, and was 
informed ſhe was expected the follow- 
ing Thurſday. The reſt of her time 
me paſſed uſually in her own apartment, 

reading, writing, or working. 


1 
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At this period ſhe had been in England 
rather more than a twelvemonth, but from 
her frequent removals had heard only 
twice from her old nurſe; her letters had 
contained nothing more than an account 
of Mr. Forteſcue's encreaſing infirmi- 
ties, and his lady's growing influence 
and additional ill humour, and the moſt 
earneſt wiſhes for her happineſs. She 


began now to expect inpatiently to hear } 


from Lady Euſtace; ſhe had deſired her 
letters might be addreſſed to her at Mrs. 
Middleton's, and ſince the fire and her 


death, imagining all with that direction 


would be carried to her huſband at Mr. 
Burnaby's, ſhe begged Mrs. Gibbons 
would ſpeak to him, and have them ſent 
to her, from whom ſhe could receive 
them at any time. It was in vain to 
write to Miſs Onſlow, fince ſhe knew 
not where to find her, therefore content- 
ed herſelf with waiting her arrival in 
England, when ſhe could eaſily hear of 
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her by applying to Mrs. . in Ca- 
vendiſh Re. 


On the lowing Friday morning ſhe 
went to St. James's-ſtreet, and enquiring 
for Lady Pelham, was ſhewn into a dreſ- 
ſing- room, where her Ladyſhip was ſit- 
ting. The elegance of her appearance 
and manner always enſured her a polite 
reception, but her mentioning Miſs Mel- 
moth's name and delivering the letter, at 
preſent entitled her to ſomething more : 
but the ſmiles with which her Ladyſhip 


took it, were wholly baniſhed from her 


countenance by the peruſal. She told 
Honoria with a cold civility, that ſhe ſaw 
by the date that ſhe ought to have re- 
ceived it near a fortnight before, and 
ſhe feared her abſence had been an in- 
eonvenience to her, by obliging her to 
take a lodging; «for, added ſhe, Miſs Mel- 
moth here deſires me to accommodate- 

TR 


= 
N 179 
you with an apartment in my houſe, till 
I can among my acquaintance find an eli- 
gible fituation ſor you as companion or 


governeſs, for eirher of which ſhe ob- 


ſerves you are well qualified: therefore 


I ſuppoſe, Miſs Wentworth, you need not 


return any more.“ 


This addreſs was ſo ill calculated to 
ſoothe Honoria's melancholy, that her 
proud ſpirit once or twice during this 
ſpeech impelled her to renounce and diſ- 
claim the protection ſo haughtily offered, 
but recollecting her promiſe to Miſs Mel- 


moth, ſhe curbed her riſing reſentment, 


and thanking her Ladyſhip coolly, ſaid 
ſhe would wait on her the next raorning, 
as that evening ſhe was obliged to ſpend 
in Great Marlborough-ſtreet. Lady 
Pelham replied that was as ſhe pleaſed, 
and a loud footrnan's rap announcing 
the arrival of more company, ſhe took 
leave, impreſſed with the moſt unfayora- 

ble 
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180 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


ble idea of her new protectreſs, and 
truly unvilling to become her gueſt, 
from an apprehenſion of meeting ten 
thouſand mortifications, to which ſhe 
had been hitherto a ſtranger, 


CHAP; 


my 
is 


the character Miſs Melmoth drew, and the 


CHAP, 2 


Hoxorta was at a loſs to account 


for the coldneſs of Lady Pelham's beha- 
viour; it was ſo entirely inconfiſtent with 


Opinion ſhe had herſelf formed of her. 


But the fact was, though ſincerely attached 


to Miſs Melmoth, Lady Pelham had a 


little heart that would admit but one 


friend at a time; and as Jealous in friend-= 
ſhip as moſt women are in love, ſhe could 
not bear her favorite ſhould beſtow any 
peculiar marks of regard on another, 
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and the warmth of expreſſion that lady 
had uſed in her recommendation of Ho- 
noria, had excited her jealouſy and re- 
ſentment, and cauſed that diſtant civility 
which fo highly mortified our heroine, 
Yet fearful of offending her friend, La- 
dy Pelham heſitated not to comply with 
her requeſt, though highly diſconcerted 
at it: ſhe confidered this ſudden affec- 
tion as merely the effuſions of a roman- 
tic and enthuſiaſtic mind, and probably 
beſtowed on an object unworthy of it. 
Yet being a woman of principle, though 
not of ſenſibility, ſhe would not endea- 
your to leſſen the opinion ſhe had formed 
of her merit, but determined literally to 
fulfil her wiſhes, by endeavouring to 
find her a proper ſituation, without ap- 
pearing to underſtand the hint of ene ” 

her in her own n. | 


With this * he received her the 


next morning with ſomething of more 
| _— 
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cordiality, but it was ſo evidently con- 
ſtrained, that Honoria was not in the leaſt 
better pleaſed, hut ſilently regretted Miſs 
Melmoth's ill- placed partiality, which 
conſigned her to the protection of one ſo 
unwilling to undertake the charge. 


Honoria ſpent the evening alone; her 
Ladyſhip being engaged to a party, 
to which ſhe aſked not our heroine 
to accompany her. Lord Pelham did 
not appear the whole day: but the 
following, juſt before dinner, he enter- 
ed; his confuſion at ſeeing her was equal 
to, but could not exceed, the aſtoniſh- 
ment Honoria felt, at beholding in him 
the very Mr. Wilton, whoſe behaviour at 
Mrs. Gibbons's had at firſt ſo much 
diſguſted her. Fortunately his Lady did 
net obſerve it, but introduced her as 
a young perſon Miſs Melmoth had re- 
commended to her care, till ſhe could 
meet with ſome ſituation that would ſuit” 

1 
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her. Honoria, hurt at this expreffion, 
curtſied coolly to Lord Pelham, who 
addreſſed her as an entire ſtranger ; 
but when her Ladyſhip a few minutes 
after left the room, he came up and 
faid, © Let me now, Miſs Wentworth, 
in my own perſon, again apologize for 


my conduct, as Mr. Wilton; for I can 
fee you recollect me. My rudeneſs 


then aroſe merely from miſtaking your 
character, from the company in which 
I found vou; but the dignity of true vir- 
tue will ever repel the inſults even of the 


greateſt libertine, and I hope I may not 


conſider myſelf as ſuch, though you will 


ſuppoſe I did not change my name with- 


out ſome reaſon, not ſtriftly conſiſtent 
with the character in which J appear at 
preſent. The truth 1s, 1t was to prevent 
Mrs. Gibbons from raiſing unneceſſary 
ſcruples about admitting Mrs. Wilton 
into her houſe, though not to deceive 
her; for I am greatly miſtaken if ſhe 
DE does 


n ID oo EL 

does not know my real ſituation in life, 
though ſhe affects ignorance. to avoid 
the cenſures of her neighbours, among 
whom ſhe paſſes for a good kind of wo- 
man. Though as you know I am guilty 
of the folly of a connection with a girl 
who cannot pretend to virtue, yet I. am 
not ſo depraved as to aſſociate with one 
whoſe mind is wholly perverted, and who 


has loſt all ſenſe of delicacy : it was 


therefore to prevent her from becoming 


acquainted with thoſe wretches in her 


line of life whoſe ſociety is the deftruc- 
tion of every good principle, that I 
placed her with Mrs. Gibbons, where 
the is in no danger of ſeeking amuſement 


abroad, from the want of a compa- 


nion at home. Now, Miſs Wentworth, 
let me ſay when I found from your 
ſpirited behaviour and Mrs. Gibbons's 
account, that you were really a wo- 
man of virtue and delicacy, fo far from 
endeavouring to intrude Mrs. Wilton's 

company 
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company on you, I would not have 


permitted your innocence to ſuffer by 
my deception, by her appearing with 


you in public or even in the ſtreets, 


and of the truth of this aſſertion I 
hope you are convinced by my firſt 
apology.” 


Here he pauſed, and Honoria thank- 


ed him for his conſideration, and 


confeſſed ſhe was ſtruck at the ſingu- 
lar difference of their manners, and 
knew not how to account for it. He 
then continued, © Before Lady Pel- 
ham returns, let me intreat you not 


to mention this circumſtance to her, 
as it would make her miſerable, and 


not have any good effect; as her re- 


| proaches, inſtead of reforming me, 


would add diſguſt to what is now 
merely indifference.” Honoria aſſured 
him ſhe would not, for though con- 


cerned to be in a family where there 


was 
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was any thing to conceal, yet ſhe 


would not, by revealing what required 


concealment, diſturb the happineſs of 


one unconſcious of her huſband's in- 
fidelity. 


Lady Pelham ſoon after entered 
the room, and the converſation turned 
on the public amuſements. Have 
you been at the play ſince your ar- 
rival in town, Miſs Wentworth?“ 
(ſaid Lord Pelham) „No, my Lord,” 
(the replied, ſcarcely able to ſuppreſs 
a ſmile from the idea that he well 


knew how her time had been ſpent.) 


Why do you not make a party, 
Lady Pelham?” rejoined he, Oh, an- 
ſwered the Lady viſibly embarraſſed, 
the theatres are Juſt cloſing, and 


there is nothing to be ſeen worth 


going for.” But Ranelagh, madam, 
it is now the proper ſeaſon for, and 
if Miſs Wentworth has never been 
there, 
1 85 We 
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there, it is well worth her attention. Ho- 


nora, to reheve Lady Pelham's diſtreſs, 


coolly ſaid ; * I am obliged to your Lord- | 
ſhip; but if my ſituation permitted, my 
health would not ſuffer me to attend pub- 


lic places of any kind; nor indeed have! 


ſpirits to undergo the fatigue they gene- 
rally occaſion.” Very true, (returned | 
her Ladyſhip) you look extremely pale, | 
but we go into the country ſoon after the | 
Birth Day, and 1 * the air will ve | 


of ſervice to you,” 


To attempt giving a particular ac- 


eount of the life our heroine paſſed here 
would be impoſſible for its ſameneſs 
and inſipidity. Lady Pelham was con- 
ſtantly engaged in large circles either at 
home or abroad, but never aſked her to 
attend her on her viſits, or appear in | 
her. own company, except, which oc- | 
curred once or twice during this time, | 


it was a ſmall converſation party: then 


he | 


SS Y © 4: 


ſhe was ſuffered to ſit in one corner 
of the room, make the tea and liſ- 
ten to what paſſed; but if ſhe attempted 
to join, which from having been accuſ- 
tomed to ſhe did at firſt, a, freezing look 
from her Ladyſhip awed her into ſilence. A 
treatment ſo different from what ſhe had 
cer before experienced, excited in her 
as great a diſlike to Lady Pelham, 
as her gentle nature was capable of feel- 
Jing. It ſometimes hurt her conſcience 
chat ſhe could not help preferring his 
Lordſhip, though ſenſible of his foibles ; 
for, grateful for her compliance with his 
M requeſt, and reſpecting the innate pu- 
rity of her mind, and the reſolute pro- 
priety with which ſhe maintained and 
ayowed her principles, he ever behaved 
with a politeneſs and affability, which 
could not but raiſe her gratitude. She 
often thought with regret of Lady 
Egerton, and even Mrs, Campbell, 
whoſe character was pleaſing, and would 


1” have 
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have been eſtimable, had not in one 
act her vanity got the better of her 
zaſtice, If theſe ſhared her tender re- 
collection, how much more did the 
amiable Miſs Melmoth engroſs her 
ideas? but the memory of her kindneſs 
was ſo interwoven with her reaſons 
for leaving Southern Lodge, that it re- 


called to her mind all the melancholy 
and unfortunate events of her life, and | 
added to the weight of afflictions that 


now preſſed ſo heavily on her heart, 


One evening as ſne was making tea 
for Lady Pelham and two ladies her 
viſitors, a circumſtance was mentioned 
that diſcovered more fully the illibe- 
rality of her ſentiments, and heightened 
Honoria's diſlike. Mrs. Egmont was 
ſpeaking of a lady of her acquaintance, 
who had loſt ſome very valuable laces 
and jewels, from the diſhoneſty of a 
ſervant in whom ſhe had placed great 

„. 
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conſidence. © I am not in the leaſt ſur- 
prized, (replied Lady Pelham) nor can I 
even pity her; ſhe took the girl from 
the Foundling Hoſpital, and what could 

ſhe expect from one whoſe parents ſhe 
could know nothing of, and who per- 
haps were thieves or murderers ?” © Oh, 
Lady Pelham, (faid Lady Clarendon) 
theſe cannot be your real ſentiments ; 
if all the children were to be forſaken 
whoſe parents were guilty or unknown; 
what would become of half the world ? 
and is it not even criminal to judge ſo 
harſhly? You may as well fancy every 
ſtranger you meet in company to be un- 

| worthy your notice, becauſe you can- 
not poſſibly know whether his parents 
were people of honor and reputation.“ 


e That (anſwered Lady Pelham) is a 
very different thing; we do not confide 
in every ſtranger we meet in company 
but! again repeat, I would not fer the 
world 
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world have a perſon in my houſe as a 


ſervant or dependent, who might belong 
to villains or banditti ; and ſuch poſſi- 


bly are half the children in the Found- 
ling Hoſpital, who doubtleſs inherit their 
parents vices, though they do not bear 


their names.” © Well, (cried Mrs. Eg- 
mont) I ſhould never have entertained {| 
ſuch an idea; why Lady Clarendon, do 


you think vice or virtue is hereditary ? 


I once thought ſo, (ſhe replied, with a 


repreſſed ſigh) but I am now fadly 
convinced that virtue at leaſt is not al- 
ways. But Lady Pelham I am fo far on 
your ſide, that I confeſs it would make 


me miſerable for either of my chil- 


dren to marry into a family remarkable 


for licentiouſneſs ; but pardon me if 1 
ſay it is uncharitable to ſuppoſe that thoſe 
poor creatures, who from the peculiarity. 
of their fate are deprived of the know- 


| ledge of their parents, even allowing it 
poſſible ach were faulty, will derive from 
them 


IMS ECT 2645 


chem evil inclinations ſufficient to coun- 
teract the benefits of a good and virtuous 
education. I dare ſay your Ladyſhip 
is perfectly right, (returned Lady Pel- 
ham) but your arguments cannot alter 
my ſentiments, ” 


Honoria had during this converſation 
been agitated with various emotions; 
the aſperity with which Lady Pelham had 

declared an opinion ſo cruel and unjuft, 
ſhocked and mortified her; ſhe fancied 
other people might think the ſame, and 
lamented that ſhe had acquainted even 
Miſs Melmoth with the myſtery of 
her birth, and ſecretly determined ne- 
ver to have another confidante. 


Lady Clarendon's ſpirited oppoſition 
and delicate reproof, excited her utmoſt 
gratitude ; ſhe felt almoſt ready to thank 
her for the defence of that unhappy 
claſs of beings, to which ſhe perhaps be- 
longed. Her attention was ſeldom at- 

r tracted 


q 
i 
| 

| 

[ 

| 


it was affliction ſubmitted to with 
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trated by Lady Pelham s viſitors, but 


this circumſtance fixing it wholly on 


her, ſhe was ſurpriſed that ſhe had not 


before obſerved her 88 and ele- 
gant figure. 


Her form was mark'd with hot 5 traces, 
But time had left ber many graces, 


Nor dard to 1475 a yu fo my 


3 She was between "VO ad fifty, had 
had the moſt ſtriking remains of early 
© beauty in her countenance ; her com- 


plexion was tranſparently fair, but ex- 


tremely pale; her blue eyes had now 
more languor than fire in them, yet 
when ſhe ſmiled they often ſparkled, 
though their expreſſion of vivacity was 
| but momentary ; her features were till 


fine, but there was an habitual pen- 


 fiveneſs in her face, that ſeemed the 
reſult of deep affliction ; yet a ſerenity in 


her voice and manner, which proved 


leſig- 
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i and leſſened, if not wholly 
_ ſubdued by religion. Honoria gazed on 

her for ſome moments with a fixed admi- 
ration, and for the firſt time regretted 


the cruel reſtraint ſhe was under, as ſhe 


had never before ſo ardently longed to 
Join in converfation as ſhe now did, 
from an earneſt and irreſiſtible deſire 
of attracling the notice of this amia- 
ble woman; nor were her wiſhes vain ; 
before the tea was quite finiſhed, Mrs. 


Egmont was recalled home by a meſ- 


ſage, to let her know a lady from the 
country was unex pecledly arrived at 
her houſe; and when the table was 
removed, Lady Clarendon with a pe- 


culiar ſweetneſs in her addreſs, begged - 


our heroine to take the chair next 


to her; the joyfully complied, and 


as ſne frequently in the courſe of the 
evening aſked her opinion on the dif- 


ferent ſubjects that were ſtarted,” the 


could not refuſe to anſwer, or indeed 
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to converſe without an appearance of 
ingratitude or indifference ; though La- 
dy Pelham was . viſibly hurt at the 
reſpe& with which Lady Clarendon 
treated her. Honoria was probably the 
more delighted with her kindneſs and 
condeſcenſion, as ſhe: had never before 
experienced the leaſt from any of the 
viſitors who frequented the houſe ; having 
never been introduced to them, they 
of courſe regarded her merely as 
an humble companion, and behaved 
to her as Ed. e 


When her 3 was announced, 
Lady Clarendon addreſſed Lady Pel- 
ham: « You have not, dear Madam, 
- mentioned this young lady's name to 
me.” ©] did not think it was of any 
conſequence, (returned ſhe) but if your 
Ladyſhip wiſhes to know, it is Went- 
worth: ſhe was recommended to me 
by an intimate friend, who has deſired 
. me 


me to endeavour to find her ſome 
ſituation, ſimilar to thoſe ſhe has been 
in before, as companion. or governeſs. 
T have not yet ſucceeded, but perhaps 
vou can aſſiſt me.” Lady Clarzndon 


without attending to the latter part ä 


of this ſpeech, turning to Honoria, 


who coloured violently from mortifica- 


tion and reſentment, ſaid, permit me, 
Miſs Wentworth, to hope for the plea- 
fare of ſeeing you on Saturday with 
Lady Pelham, in Hai ley- ſtreet. Ho- 
noria curtſied, and thanked her; Le then 


took leave, and the carriage drove from 
the door. 


Our heroine, deeply 1 with 
/ the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of gratitude 


and affection, waited the arrival of 
Saturday with an impatience mixed with 
fear ; for though ſhe hoped Lady Pel- 
ham, would take her, ſhe dreaded a. 
5 aUlappointment : : her apprehenſions were 
FT... 
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too well founded, ſhe went without 
giving the leaſt hint/ ſhe expected her 
For the) firſt time in her 

from ſo apparently tri- 
> fat down and gave a free 


life, on 
Hing, 


vent to tears, that flowed not from 


wounded pride, but merely from ſorrow. 

Many days elapſed, and Lady Clarendon's 
name was never mentioned, though 
ſhe gathered from the converſations 
Which paſſed at. table, that Lady 
Pelham had eg ee at her 
ae. . 


| One morning as ſhe was at work 
alone in the dreſſing room, Lady Cla- 
' msndon was announced; Honoria imme- 
diately aroſe to meet her, and ex- 
preſſed her ſorrow that, Lady Pelham 
Was abſent. So the ſervant infor- 
med me, returned her ladyſhip ; but I 
wiſhed to come up, for as you will not 
let me ſee you in Harley ſtreet, I 
=o „ would 


when it was in my power. 


4 Ob, madam, ( cried Honoria ear- 
neſtly) how little do 1 deſerve your 
reproof! my heart can witneſs how much 
I wiſhed to attend Lady Pelham, but 
J could not intrude myſelf unaſked.” 
„% Why ſurely, Miſs Wentworth, you 


could not miſtake me when I requeſt- 


ed to fes you ?'——*© No, ' madam, 


ſaid Honoria, I mean Lady Pelham; 


ſhe heard j our Ladyſhip's condeſcend- 


ing invitation, but ſhe never took any 


notice of it, and as I do not uſually 
accompany her in her viſits, I was 
unwilling to remind her of it; though 


when the left the houſe I accuſed my 
timidity, which had perhaps deprived 


me of the happineſs . of waiting on 
you; as at all events ſhe could but 
have refuſed me.” « Refuſed you 
| ee Lady Clarendon, with much 
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a would not deny myſelf that happineſs 
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Fuprize) ſurely ſne could not.” Then 
after a pauſe, “ Will you my dear 
young lady, (faid Lady Clarendon) 
_ pardon me for requeſting to know, if 
what ſhe faid the other evening of 
your ſituation with her, is an exact 
nx ccount? Nes, madam, replied Ho- 
noria. “ And you do not mean 
to remain x with her?” ſaid Lady Claren- 
| don. — Oh by no means, if 1 
can be ſo fortunate as to meet with = 
eligible fitvation,” ſaid Honoria. — 
Could you (continued Lady aka 


bheſitating) prefer the ſociety of one like 


myſelf worn out with anxieties and de- 
preſt by misfortunes, to that of a La- 
dy like her, young, ſprightly, and a- 
. mnimated ?” « Ah, madam, replied Ho- 
noria, where ſhall I find one like you? 
tell me, and I ſhall joyfully accept 
the propoſal.” ——< Seriouſly then, re- 
plied her Ladyſhip; my fon when at 
home is conſtantly | engaged, my 
. | * 


OY 


from your fociety.” 
ſo elated at this ſpeech, that ſhe in 
vain endeavoured to expreſs her fatif- . 
faction, but attempting to ſpeak burſt 


A „ O v 1. -: al 


% 


< Anat is very little with me, and : 
if vou could be happy under my roof, 


and Lady Pelham will part with you, 
I ſhall be moſt gratful to her and 
you for the comfort I fhall derive 
Honoria was 


into tears; Lady Clarendon was ex- 


tremely affected, but underſtanding the 


cauſe, was delighted with the readineſs 


5 and even joy with which Honoria had de- 
- clared her Ne at this unexpect- 


ed offer. 


Every thing was ſoon ſettled be- 


tween them, and Lady Clarendon de- 
termined to wait Lady Pelham's return 
to mention it to her. 
c heard it with a viſible ſatisfaction, 


and replied, it might perhaps be a 


further recommendation to Miſs Went- - 
worth, 


Ks 


That Lady 
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ot if 7 read Miſs Melmoth's 
letter, and directly gave it to her : 
Lady Clarendon ſaid, ſhe wanted no 
x other proofs | of her merit, yet not- 


120 withſtanding the letter impreſſed her 


more fully with an idea of Honotia's 
amiable qualities, from the warmth 
with which Miſs Melmoth enume- 
rated them. iy She then left them, | 
promiſing to ſend | her carriage for 
Honoria the next day at twelve o'clock; 
who immediately ſat down to acquaint 
Miſs Melmoth of the change which 
| was fo ſoon to take place; ; thanking 
her for her partial friendſhip, through 
which Lady, Pelham had act) 
el, and Lady Clarendon received her. 
She would not mention the coldneſs 
with which the former had behaved, 
but only . faid in the preſent ſtate of 3 
her health and ſpirits, the houſe was 
oo gay for her, and the miſtreſs of 
it too much engaged, for her to de- 
rive 
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rive that comfort from her ſociety; 
he hoped for with Lady Clarendon, 
who mixed little with the world, and 
devoted her time to domeſtic amuſe- 
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At dinner ſhe endeavoured to -learn 


ſome account of the family into which 
ſhe was going. Lady Pelham was 
not very communicative, but his Lord- 
ſhip informed her, Lady Clarendon” 
had only two children, a ſon and a 
daughter. Sir William, he ſaid, was 
a very amiable and accompliſhed young 
man, who it was thought, was attach 
ed, if not abſolutely engaged, 


young lady of very large fortune. 


Miſs Clarendon was totally unlike her 
brother both in perſon and manner; 


ſhe was a fine woman, but had been 


guilty of ſome indiſcretions that had 
given her Ladyſhip real uneaſineſs; 
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that ſhe was now very little at home, 
| ulually ſpending her time with a a rela- 
tion in n 

This e was not unplea- 
fant to Honoria; though ſhe regret- 
ted the forrow Lady Clarendon muſt 
have felt, yet ſhe rejoiced that Mifs 
Clarendon did not live with her; 
as ſhe promiſed herſelf vnmixed ſa- 
tis faction in the ſociety of this amia- 
ble and elegant woman, which the 
| prefence of a girl devoted to faſhion- 
able follies, and immerſed in diſſipa+ 
deſtroy. She ſpent the evening in 
preparing for her removal, and waited | 
the arrival of the carriage the next 
day, with an impatience hitherto, un- 
known to her. | 


"x : Wy 


a 1 Pelham 1 Nas Spent 
| cook an — of repeating his 
acknow- 
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acknowledgments for her ſecrecy re- 
ſpecting Mrs. Wilton; at the ſame 

time informing her from a diſcovery _ 

of her infidelity, that connection was 
| wholly at an end; but affuring her 
he had ſertled ſufficient on the un- 
happy woman for life, to enable her 
to | ſubſiſt comfortably without con- 


7 3 . | 4 5 
tinuing in that ſtate, to which he 


bluſhed to confeſs he had reduced her. 
Honoria replied, it was an act of juſ- 
tice he owed her; * but what, ny 
Lord, (added ſhe) can compenſate 
for that innocence which by your means 
ſhe has loſt, and for that peace of 
mind ariſing from conſcious virtue, 
which ſhe can never regain?” It 
is too true, returned he; my own re- 
flections are too poignant not to ob- 
lige me to acknowledge the truth of 
your aſſertion; but J have the ſatis- 
faction of knowing, that I have made 
EC reparation in my power, by 
I ſetting 
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ſetting her above neceſſity.” ' Lady 
Pelham's entrance pur a ſtop to this 
converſation, and the carriage at the 
fame moment driving to the door, 
Honoria coolly thanked © Lady Pel- 
ham for 'the attention ſhe had ſhown 
her, curtfied to his Lordſhip, and flew 
down ſtairs with an alacrity that ſuf- 
ficiently proved the lightneſs of her 
heart; and ſpringing into the chariot, 
was in few minutes conveyed to Har- 
. Jey-ſtreer. 28 
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Lier Clarendon' 5 reception of Ho- 


noria was truly kind and flattering; 
he behaved to her with that mix- 

ture of affection and reſpect, ſo well 
ra to gain a heart glowing 
with tenderneſs, yet proud and trem- 
| blingly ſenſible. of inſult and mortifi- 


"few days, and went to her Ladyſhip's 
*houſe upon Richmond hill. The ex- 


treme beauty of the ſituation, the 
vratiety of the landſcape before her, 


and 
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and che livelineſs of the place, con- 


3 tributed to reſtore her ſerenity of 


mind, and even in ſome degree her 
chearfulneſs; as from the unvarying 
attention of her kind friend, and the 
pleaſant ſociety they had formed in 
the neighbourhood, her time flew 
with rapidity. - When not engaged in 
company, ſhe read to Lady Claren- 
don, or amuſed her with playing on 
the harpſichord. Sometimes ſhe ram- 
bled about the fields, or rode on horſe- 
back, and often accompanied her La- 
dyſhip an airing, when they uſüally 
paid a viſit to ſome diſtant friend 
0 n Ge: ſcene. | : 


The "PLE 8 of Vo Sir Wil- 
iam arrived from France, and took 
up his reſidence with them; he was 
lively and ſenſible, and of courſe, a 

great addition to their parties. Ho- 

noria indeed thought him, except one, 


% 
„ n N * 


the moſt agreeable and elegant man 
ne had ever ſeen; and fortune, which 
at preſent ſmiled on her, had ano- - 
ther unexpected happineſs in ſtore. 
Sir William - went to London for a 
few days, when one morning at break- 
faſt a note was delivered to her 
Ladyſhip, who with her eyes ſpark- 
ling with pleaſure, gave it to Ho- 
noria and begged her to read it; 
it contained only theſe few words: 
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To- morrow, my dear madam, I 
ce hope to have the inexpreſſible hap- 
<« pineſs of introducing to your know- 
ee ledge, her whoſe virtues do no leſs 
“ honor to my choice, than her ap- 
e probation beſtows e on * 
ff heut.“ 
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Ic required no great penetration 
to diſcover Sir William meant the 
fair lady to whom he paid his de- 

voirs. 
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voirs: Honoria returned the note to 
Lady Clarendon, and began to con- 
 gratulate her, and was juſt going to 
enquire the lady's name, when the 


entrance of a gentleman interrupted 
her; and finding he came on buſineſs, 
© the left the room the inſtant the 
breakfaſt was over, and called on a 


young lady who lived near: ſhe. ſat 
with her ſome time, and at laſt pro- 


- poſed a ſtroll in Richmond park, 
which as it was a cool pleaſant morn- 


ing the other readily aſſented to: they 


| extended their walk beyond its | uſual 
mite, when Honoria looking at her 
watch, was ſurprized to find it ſo 


late, and feared ſhe ſhould ſcarcely 
reach Lady Clarendon's befor din- 


ner. They returned immediately, and 


Honoria walking up to the houſe 
"ſaw two ladies in mourning ſitting 


by the window. When ſhe read Sir 


William's note, ſhe did not obſerve 
pans” | ae 


r h H AL 


it was dated the night before, and 
conſequently did not expect company 


till the next day; but the appearance 


of theſe reminded her of the miſ- 
take ſhe had made, and ſhe regret- 


ted her long abſence, fearing Lady 


Clarendon might impute it to neg- 
lect. WIS NS VIER 01106 Ab; MOT Pee 


The moment ſhe came in fight, 
Sir William flew out of the par- 


Jour to meet her, and taking her 
hand haſtened to introduce her to the 
viſitors; but the moment ſhe entered | 
the room, one of them, to the great 


ſurprize of all preſent, ran up and 
"embraced her with a warmth that 
proved it was not their fiſt meeting. 
Honoria was no leſs delighted to 
behold in Sir William's favourite, 
her beloved and long abſent friend 
Emily Onſlow, and returned her ex- 
preſſions of joy with equal anima- 


tion, 


” * 1 


212 HONOR1A SOMMERVILLE! 


Both Lady Clarendon and Sir 
en were pleaſed that they were ſo 
well known to each other, as it heightened 
their ſatisfaction in the opinions they had 
formed of each, by Ae them 
they were well ene. | 


"When | a little ciao from 5 
mutual agitation, Emily apologized to 
Lady Clarendon for her firange 
behaviour, but confeſſed the joy ſhe felt 
at fo unexpectedly meeting Miſs 
Wentworth had rendered her inatten- 
tive to the rules of politeneſs. La- 
dy Clarendon declared ſhe participated 
her happineſs, and ſhould be forry 
if ſhe had in any degree ſuppreſt 
it. Emily then introduced Miſs 
Aſhbourn, whoſe deep mourning in- 

formed Honoria of her father's death, 
and prevented thoſe enquiries ſhe 
Was _ the Nein of king. 5 
The 


n OS t 
The converſation turned the whole 
day on paſt occurrences; they in- 
formed Lady Clarendon how their 
acquaintance commenced, amuſed her 
with an account of Mrs. Campbell's 
abſurdities, and grieved her witk 
a relation of Lady Egerton's mis- 
fortunes. Miſs Onflow was herſelf 
f ignorant of the particulars of the e- 

vent which carried Sir William and 
his Lady abroad, and was ſhock- 
ed at the hiſtory Honoria gave of 
che interview and duel. Emily then 
acquainted her friend with what. had 
occured ſince ſhe wrote laſt, but as 
Miſs Aſhbourn was preſent, paſſed 
lightly over great part of the time, 
and only ſaid when their journey to 


Mentpelier was fixed, ſhe wrote both 
to her and Lady Egerton, but on her. 
return to Paris her ſurprize at not 
hearing from either of them, was - 
loſt in apprehenſions for the fate of 
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the latter, from whom ſhe found a 
note left for her at the hotel, acquain- 
ting her that in conſequence of ha- 
ving killed Mr. Liſburne in a - duel, 
Sir William was obliged to quit 
England, and had brought her with 
him, intending to leave her in a con- 
vent while he travelled, but in what 
part of F rance ſhe was yet ignorant. 
« Had I been a man, continued Miſs 
Onſlow, I have ſo much the ſpirit of 
Knight errantry in me, that I ſhould 
not have heſitated at travelling all 
over the kingdom, till I had found 
my unfortunate friend; but as it was, 
1 could do nothing; Mrs. Aſhbourn 
and all her family were juſt leaving 
Paris, and I could not ſtay alone; 
however on my arrival in England 1 
wrote to her aunt in, Devonſhire, ac- 
quainting her with all I knew, and 
begging her to take ſome method 
of e the fate of her . niece. 
1 have 
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1 have not yet heard from her, but ex- 


pect a letter every day. 


SNL Clarendon, Sir William, and 
Miſs Aſhbourn, joined in lamenting 


the ambition of captain Halifax, 


which had been of ſuch fatal conſe- 
quence to his daughter: and Hono- 
ria reflecting on her ſeverer misfor- 
tunes, confeſſed her own fate compa- 
ratively an happy one, and thought 


perhaps had ſhe known her parents, 

they might have rendered her equally 
' miſerable by an ill judged wiſh to con- 
tribute to her happineſs; ; and rejoiced, 
though at preſent ſeparated for ever 
from the man ſhe loved, no creature 
on earth had the power to make her 
beſtow her hand where the could never 


give her heart. The day was ſpent 


with mutual ſatisfaction by all parties: 


early in the evening Mrs. Aſhbourn's. 


carriage. arrived, and Lady. Clarendon 


« FITS Promiſed | 
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hs promiſed to return che vil as ſoon as 
| © a | . 5 12 45 


The remainder of the ſummer paſ- 
ſed in this pleaſant manner. Mrs. 
Aſhbourn took a lodging at Eaſt 
Sheene, and the two families were 
. conſtantly together. Honoria and Emily 
grew every day more attached to each 
other, and Lady Clarendon, whoſe 
partiality. to the former was grown 
into a ſettled and warm affection, 
founded on an additional knowledge of 
her amiable diſpoſition, ſuperior un⸗ 
derſtanding, and excellent principles, 
and who regarded the latter as her 
future daughter; beheld their friend- 
ſhip with the ſincereſt pleaſure, hoping 
that from Miſs Wentworth's example, 
Emily would attain a ſteadineſs which only 
1e wantin ng by een her character. 


1 


Dorade. and ray Aber A 
Were 
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were both pleaſant and agreeable; the 
eldeſt was pretty but rather affected, 
and the youngeſt had a ſatyrical turn 


which often offended Lady Clarendon, 
wuhoſe diſpoſition was too juſt and too 


benevolent, not to feel pain when the fai- 
lings or even faults of others were 
made objects of deriſion. From the pen- 


fiveneſs which hung on Mrs. Aſh- 


bourn, in conſequence of the recent 
loſs of her huſband, to whom ſhe was 
ſincerely attached, Lady Clarendon had 


a peculiar ſatisfaction in her ſociety; 


there was a ſimilarity in their feelings 
which endeared them to each other. 


Sir Edward had been dead nine 
years, yet his Lady with unuſual con- 


ſtancy ſtill lamented him, and could 


not mention his name without un- 
affected tears. 


Thus ſituated, every one of this party 
enjoyed in a degree what they moſt 
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wiſhed for. Miſs Onſlow the attentions 
of a favoured lover, the approbation of 
his mother, and the company of her 
moſt valued friend. Sir William lived 
but in her ſmiles, - and felt nor a wiſh 
beyond. Dorothea and Fanny loved 
amuſement, variety, and admiration, 
and in viſiting among the neighbour- 
ing families they met with it all. Ho- 
noria, bleſſed with the ſociety and ſecure 
of the friendſhip of her amiable pro- 
tectreſs, endeavoured to bound her 
wiſhes, and let neither hope nor fear 
diſturb the tranquillity of her ſitua- 
tion; and ſhe probably had ſucceeded, 
but a letter from Miſs Melmoth, and 
ſome intelligence ſhe heard, again per- 
plexed her mind with doubts, and agi- 
tated it with ten thouſand new tor- 
menting ideas; which ſhe had neither 
the reſolution to baniſh, nor the pow- 
er to relieve, by making thoſe enqui- 


ries $ which, by TS her reſtleſs cu- 
| rioſity, 
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riofity, might in ſome meaſure have 
reſtored peace to her boſom. 


She was one morning informed a 
Gentleman wiſhed to ſpeak with her, 
and going into the drawing room, 
found it was Mr. Wallace, brother to 


the young lady who was with her 


when ſhe fell from her horſe. After 
the uſual compliments had paſſed, he 
held out a letter which, he ſaid, Miſs 
Melmoth had made him promiſe not 
to deliver, till ſne had granted her 
forgiveneſs for not writing for ſo long 


a time; but that ſhe had really been 

prevented by illneſs. © Indeed, fir, re- 
plied Honoria, Miſs Melmoth's s requeſt 
was unneceflary ; I have only regret- 


ted, not reſented her filence ; and that 
regret is now heightened by hearing 
illneſs was the cauſe.” She then took 
the letter and began reading it; but 
""_— ſatisfied herſelf that the writer 

© was 
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was „ and ſeeing the name 
of Effingham, a name ſhe was ſure 
her friend would not have mentioned 
without ſome particular reaſon, not 
willing to truſt herſelf to go through 
it in the preſence of Sir William, La- 
dy Clarendon, and Mr. Wallace, ſhe 
put it into her pocket till ſhe had an 
opportunity of retiring to her own 
room; this ſhe ſoon found, and then 
with an emotion which ſadly proved 
ſhe had not conquered the fatal paſſion, 
which had ſo long corroded her ' hap- 
pineſs, ſhe read the paragraph, which 
Was as follows: . 

« The theunnatic fever which has con- 
fined me ſo long to the houſe, and even 


to my chamber, by ſuffering me to 
ſee few people, prevented me till yeſ- 


terday from hearing a circumſtance that 
1 delay not a moment acquaintiug you 
with. It is not, my dear Honoria, 

| Colonel 


AHELAW 0029 1 © £544 man. 


Colonel Effingham who has bought 
Aſnbury Park, but Captain Fairfax, 
his friend, who was laſt week actually 
married to Miſs Mortimer. How you 
could be ſo} miſtaken I know not, 
but you may depend on my intelli- 
gence as a reality. Laſt night Mr. Wil- 
hams, the attorney, came to me on ſome 
buſineſs; and I aſked him when the re- 
pairs at Aſhbury Park would be finiſhed, 

and Colonel Effingham take poſſeſſion?ꝰ 
Jou mean Captain Fairfax, I ſups 
poſe, madam ?” (faid he) © No, (I 
rephed) J mean the Colonel, who is 
to marry Miſs Mortimer.” „ tow 
much you have been miſinformed!“ re- 
turned he, and then took à letter 
from his pocket and gave it me to read. 
It was from Sir Charles Mortimer him- 
ſelf, requeiting he would haſten che 
workmen as much as poſtible, and 
informing him that his ſiſter was 
three 2 before married to Captain 
| L 5 Fairfax 3 


7 
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Fairfax; that he was to accompany 
them for a few weeks to Southamp- 
ton, but on. their return they would 
wiſh to have the houſe ready for them. 
In the mean time his friend Colonel 
Effingham, who had declined being of 
their party, would be frequently at 
Aſhbury to overlook the alterations, 
and obſerve that they went on accor- 
ding to Captain Fairfax's plan: a few 
directions to Mr. Williams concluded 
the letter. This, my dear gil, you 

uſt allow is an ir controvertible proof 
of your miſtake; and may it reſtore to 
your mind that peace, the erroneous 
opinion you have hitherto entercained 
has for o 2 8 months deprived "_ | 
of l'. 


"FT his intelligence was far from ha- 
ving the effect her amiable friend 
hoped ſor ; in 25 it only raiſed new 

diſ- 
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nn by exciting in her breaft 
a painful ſtruggle between hope and 
fear. She could now leſs than before 
account for the indifference almeſt 
amounting to ſcorn with which he 
paſſed her at Aſhbury ; ; though from 
the glow in his cheeks: he evidently 


knew her : ſhe had ſuppoſed that con- 


ſcious of his approaching marriage, he 
would not by renewing the acquaintance 
re-excite in her , breaſt any degree of 


that eſteem, he too well knew ſhe once 


 beſewed on him; and thus endeavour- 
ed to make her reaſon applaud that 


conduct, her heart fo ſeverely cenſured, 


But now, deprived of a clue to unra- 
vel the myſtery of his behaviour, | ſhe 
was wholly at a loſs to determine the 


cauſe : ſometimes ſhe, imagined, the ſto- 


ry of her leaving Wood Park with Mr. 
Cleveland had reached him; but then 
fondly fancied he would have endea- 


voursd to learn the truth of this re- 


L4 port, 
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port, before us" ive it ſuch entire 
credit. Then the fatal myſtery of her 
birth ruſhed wildly on her imagina- 
tion, and bore down every oppoſing 
idea. Alas, (cried ſhe) he had heard 
it and deſpiſes me; yet 1 could not 
have believed that a mind apparent- 
ly ſo noble, could harbour fuch illi- 
beral ſentiments. Oh Lady Pelham ! 
your opinion is not ſingular; the 
world joins with you in reprobating 
that deſeription of unfortunate be- 
ings Who are deprived of the 
1=0nedes erf thoſe to whom they 
owe their exiitence ; and that ignorance 
comprehends every other misfortune.” 
A ſhower of tears a little relieved her, 
yet this idea took fuch faſt hold upon 
her mind, that even the flattering hope 
which ſometimes entered it, ariſing 
from the reflection, that he was how- 
ever mal on ec Had no power to 

; 4 


> 


r 1 a 
diMpate the gloom that hung on her; 
and which was ſo viſible when ſhe 
was ſummoned to dinner, that Lady 
Clarendon was alarmed, and anxiouſly 


enquired if ſhe was ill. I have a 


violent head ach, madam, (ſhe anſwered) 
but I hope it will be better if I walk a 
little in the air, which I intend before 


tea. She was then ſurpriſed to ſee Sir 


William enter the room with Mr. Wal- 
lace, whom her Ladyſhip would not 
ſuffer to depart without an invitation 
to dinner, which he readily accepted, 
and had been walking with Sir Wil- 
ham, 


The converſation then turned on 


the neighbourhood of Southern Lodge; 


and in the courſe of it, Mr. Wal- 
lace mentioned Colonel Effingham's 


name. © Colonel Effingham! (re- 
peated Lady Clarendon with a deep 
3 
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ſigh and ſome apparent emotion) 
does he live near you?” © No, 
madam, (he replied) but he is the 
intimate friend of a Captain Fair- 
fax who has bought Aſhbury Park, 
and has been there frequently.” He 
is a man of very amiable character, 
I have heard.” (added Lady Cla- 
rendon) ©. I believe, Madam, that is 
the univerſal opinion.“ (returned Mr. 
Wallace) „He has a conſiderable ſor- 
tune I am told.“ (faid Sir William) 
* Ves, anſwered he, four or five thou- 
ſand a year landed property, which 
he inherited from his uncle, Lord 
Bridgewater, whoſe ſon was killed 
by a fall; and no man deſerves ſuch 
a fortune better than Colonel Effing- 
ham. It is impoſſible to relate how 
many acts of unoſtentatious charity 
he has performed in his few viſits 
to Hertfordſhire.” „Has he no fixed 
place of reſidence?” (ſaid Sir Wil- 
liam) « ] believe not yet; (he con- 

- LUinued) 
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tinued) he has lately ſpent his time 
in rambling over the kingdom in 
the hope, I ſuppoſe, of removing the 
dejection of mind he labours under 
from a diſappointment, for it was 
told me as a great ſecret by a gentleman, 
who had it in confidence from Sir Charles 
Mortimer, that he was violently in 
love with a young lady of birth, 
beauty, fortune and accompliſhments, 
but ſhe refuſed him,” Bravo, - cried 
Sir William, who after this of our 
ſex ſhall dare to ſay, they © wonder 
a woman keeps a ſecret,” when here 
is an inſtance of three men follow- 
ing wha revealed one? Let the ſa- 
tire be henceforth transferred to us. 
Mr. Wallace coloured, but attempted 
to laugh it off, and ſucceeded. 


This converſation by no means 
contributed to leſſen Honoria's head 
ach. Lady Clarendon's emotion had 
not eſcaped her, and ſhe determined 
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if poſſible to know the cauſe the firſt 
opportunity, by aſking her if ſhe was 
acquainted with the Colonel. The 
account Mr. Wallace gave of his 
fortune and attachment, excited her 
wonder, and raiſed her curioſity : ſhe 
had heard of his unele's death, and 
feen him in mourning, but knew 
not the value of the eſtate he had 
bequeathed to him. But who the 
young lady was, to whom he was ſo 
ardently attached, ſhe could not gueſs, 
though very anxious to learn, for 


ſhe- was too re a it could 
not 158 herlelf. 


1 Fi 


Wen hey; ben Gro: whe! 1. 
* Clarendon who ſaw with pain the 
heavineſs of her eyes and the paleneſs 
of her cheeks encreaſe inſtead of leſ- 
ſen, ordered the chariot; telling her 
walking would be too great a fa- 
tügue, and that ſne would herſelf ac- 
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company her an airing. During their 
ride, Honoria, whoſe thoughts turned 
conſtantly to one point, afked her, 
after introducing the ſubject not to 
appear too abrupt, if ſhe knew, Co- 
lonel Effingham? <©«I am not (re- 
plied ſhe) perſonally acquainted with 
him, but- to confeſs the truth, my 
daughter is the young perſon Mr. 
Wallace alluded to; he was diſ- 
tractedly in love with her, and wrote 
to me for my conſent and intereſt 
with her; the firſt I readily gave, 
but the latter I exerted in vain. 
Louiſa : reſolutely refuſed ' him, and 
_ earneſtly. as I wiſhed for the alliance, 
could not uſe the power of a pa- 
rent to make her miſerable. When 
we return * will ſhew you his let- 
ter to me.” No words can give a 
tolerable idea of Honoria's aſtoniſh- 
ment at this intelligence; the ac- 
count ſhe had heard of Miſs Claren- 
don, 
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don was ſo totally different from 
what ſhe ſuppoſed could captivate a 
mind like his, that ſhe could only 
imagine it was Wholly perverted, or 
his reaſon hurt by the enexpected 
addition to his fortune. This idea 
ſhe reſolved if poſſible to cheriſh, 
and regard him in future as a man 
utterly © unworthy of one tender re- 
membrance. She obſerved with plea- 
ſure Lady Clarendon ſeemed as un- 
willing to purſue the object as her- 
felf, and her head-ach giving her a 
good pretence for being ſilent, very 
little more converſation ' paſſed be- 
tween them till they arrived at home. 
Mr. Wallace was gone, and Lady 
Clarendon went up ſtairs, and taking 
a letter from her bureau, gave it 
to Honoria, who immediately with 
a beating heart retired to her N. 
ment, and read as follows: 


« Madam, 


nr 2:66.24. 
© Madam, 


ec The conflant reſpectful, and inva- 
riable attachment I have ſo long felt 
for the amiable Miſs Clarendon, and 
which I once flattered myſelf ſhe was 
not wholly inſenſible to; emboldens 
me to ſolicit your Ladyſhip's conſent 
to my renewing thoſe addreſſes, that 
were once not unfavourably received, 
and your intereſt with your charming 
daughter. I dare hope your enquiries 
reſpecting my character, fortune, and 
ſituation in life, will not be unſatisfac- 
torily anſwered, or be found unworthy 
of your approbation. Nor the true 
and ardent paſſion which now glows 
in my breaſt, and which nothing can 
ever leſſen or deſtroy, thought unde- 
ſerving of a return from the dear and 
much loved object of that unalterable 
attachment.“ | 


Honoria, 
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Honoria, who from the idea that he 
was grown ambitious or mercenary, 
thought the letter would confirm her 
opinion, was transfixed at a declaration 


of love ſo ardent, that ſhe could no 


longer doubt its ſincerity. In ſpite 
of her new- formed reſolution to for- 
get him, the cruel certainty that he 
teally loved e ha opened every 
wound afreſh. She had no need to 
copy the letter, every word was en- 


graved on her heart; ; yet ſhe read it 


again and again, endeavouring but 
vainly, to find ſomething on which 
to reſt a hope; but every peruſal con- 
vinced her more fully of his incon- 
ſiſtency. She obſerved it was dated 
at the time ſhe was with Lady Eger- 
ton, and earneſtly wiſhed to know 
when and where their acquaintance 
commenced : but Lady- Clarendon ap- 
peared ſo diſinclined to ſpeak on the 


ſubject, 85 ſne did not like to intro- 
| | duce 


= 
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duce it again, and was not a little 
_ perplexed what to ſay when ſhe return- 
the letter; but this difficulty was 
removed by the arrival of Emily Onſ- 
low and Fanny Aſhbourn, and being 
| immediately ſummoned to attend the 
tea- table, ſhe took it with her, and 
reſtoring it in their preſence, nothing 
of courſe could. be faid. 


y 10 1 


They were both concerned to ſee 
her look ſo ill, and Lady Clarendon, 
who was was ever anxious for her, deſired 


they would both ſtay all night, as 


their company might contribute to 
amuſe her. However grateful to her 
Ladyſhip for this kind mark of at- 
tention, it failed of the deſired effect: 
the grew gradually worſe for ſome 
days, her diſorder at laſt terminated. in 
a bilious fever, and ſhe continued for 
ſome time in a dangerous ſtate : bur 

from. 
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-from a naturally good conſtitution, and 


* 


the unremitted attentions ſhe expe- 
rienced from all around her, ſhe at 
length recovered though ſlowly; and 
the phyſicians giving it as their opi- 
nion, that nothing but the Bath waters 


would wholly reſtore her to health, 
Lady Clarendon determined to take 


her to that place, as ſoon as the pro- 
per ſeaſon for drinking them com- 


menced. 
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